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AT THE FORUM: LOBSTER RESOURCE REMAINS HEALTHY
By Melissa Waterman
The news was heartening at the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) lobster science presentation at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. Lobster settlement
is up across the range of the American Lobster Settlement Index (ALSI) area,
from Cape Cod to New Brunswick. “There’s been a slump for the past five or
six years throughout the Gulf of Maine,” Rick Wahle, director of the Lobster
Institute at the University of Maine
and director of the ALSI, explained
to the audience. “This past year
there’s been a pretty significant upturn.”

up until August. Another factor that affected the season was the availability of
bait. “Total number of trips in May, June and July were 4% down from 2018 and
14% compared to 2016,” Reardon said. The lobster zone that saw the greatest
change in 2019 landings was Zone C, where the total harvest dropped by 26%
compared to 2018. Zones G and E showed the least change.

Lobsters themselves are also showing physiological changes, according to
DMR lobster biologist, Jesica Waller.
Intrigued by reports from lobstermen of finding smaller-than-usual
egg-bearing females in their traps,
DMR repeated a study done in 1994
on the size of female lobsters when
The health and well-being of
they are capable of bearing eggs. The
Homarus americanus is foremost on
current study took place from 2018
the minds of Mainers. Maine’s lobto 2019. Female lobsters were colster harvesters landed 100,725,013
The four larval stages of a Maine lobster. Image courtesy of J. Waller.
lected in Boothbay and three other
pounds in 2019, marking the ninth
areas representing the western and
year in a row, and only the ninth ever, of landings that topped 100 million
Downeast coast (the midcoast will be sampled in 2020). Fourteen measurepounds. DMR’s senior lobster biologist, Kathleen Reardon, explained that
ments were done on each female, Waller said, and three indicators of egg prothough lobster landings were down 17% compared to the previous year, the
duction identified. In statistical area 513 [western Maine] the carapace size
impact was offset by a strong price. That decline was due in part to cooler wafor females was 3.5 inches in 1995. Today it is 3.3 inches. In statistical area
ters and a later molt. “The 2019 season’s pattern was similar to 2008-2009. It
511 [Downeast] the size in 1995 was 3.7 inches. Today it is 3.5 inches. “Water
was not similar to what we’ve seen during the past ten years, particularly in
temperature is linked to size at maturity,” Waller said. “At maturity, the female
July,” Reardon said. DMR landings data show that in warmer years, such as 2012
growth rate slows down. They molt on average every other year. So earlier maand 2016, lobsters molt earlier in the season, which means by July the fishery
turity means overall smaller size.”
Continued on page 19
is in full steam. In cooler years, such as 2009 and 2019, landings didn’t pick
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COASTAL OUTLOOK
Thoughts from the MLCA president

The lobster industry lost an icon when Arnie Gamage passed
away a couple of weeks ago. I first met Arnie in the early 1980s at a
Legislative hearing. I remember that day well.
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There was a bill to do away with the 5-inch maximum protection
on lobsters. I met Arnie, Jack Merrill and Ed Blackmore that day
in Augusta. We all thought that with the scientists telling us the
lobster industry was in trouble and landings around 20 million
pounds, doing away with a measure that protected broodstock
was the stupidest thing we had ever heard of. Soon after this, Ed
Blackmore recruited all three of us to serve on the board of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). This was the beginning of
a 35-year friendship for Arnie and me. I can’t begin to speak of all
the positive things that Arnie did for the lobster industry in this
state, but I will try to list some of the highlights.
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In the late 1980s Arnie was instrumental in starting a collaboration
between fishermen and science, working with Bob Steneck from
the University of Maine in the Thread of Life in the Damariscotta
River. He was also instrumental in forming the South Bristol Co-op.
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I’ve always considered Arnie the barometer of the MLA. I can’t
count the times when the board would be deadlocked on an issue
and Arnie would listen to the whole discussion, not saying a word.
Then quietly, with that little laugh he always had, he would cut right
to the chase. Nine times out of ten he would be the one to cut to the
heart the issue and the board would move in that direction. When
Arnie spoke, people listened. Arnie always advocated for what was
Continued on page 3

GUEST COLUMN: Simple
steps to stay safe at sea

A CHANGING GULF:
Water clarity can affect food web

Pages 7-10

MLA UPDATE
Page 16

OFFSHORE WIND
RAMPS UP
Page 17

NOAA PANEL FACES
TOUGH QUESTIONS
Page 21

DMR AQUACULTURE
APPLICATIONS
Page 23

FUN TIMES AT THE
FORUM

Page 2 | LANDINGS | April 2020

President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

It seems strange to be talking about offshore wind power, lobster settlement,
and right whale regulations when the
world is in such turmoil. From the start
of March, when the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum took place, to the time of
Landings’ publication, the topic on the
minds of Maine lobstermen and the
state’s coastal communities has turned
to one thing: the COVID-19 virus.
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gear in New England waters. Lobster industry members asked tough questions
of the panel, seeking an explanation of
why the lobster industry has been targeted despite a lack of evidence linking Maine lobster gear to right whale
deaths or injuries. They questioned the
validity of the 60% risk reduction goal,
noting errors in NMFS’s own data and
the proliferation of right whale deaths
in Canadian waters. Phil Torrey, a
Winter Harbor lobsterman, spoke for
many when he expressed deep frustration with NMFS’s approach. “We’ve
done everything we were asked to do.
When they were having more babies,
all was good. If you show us we’re killing them, we’d do whatever you asked
of us. But they are dying in Canada. We
just don’t see that the whales are dying
because of us Maine fishermen.”

Since you are no doubt already oversaturated with news on coronavirus,
this issue of Landings focuses on the
Maine lobstering world as it was in
The lobster population remains
early March, before the virus infilstrong. Still, there are stormy
trated every aspect of global society.
seas ahead for Maine’s lobster
Landings provides highlights of the
fishery. Photo courtesy of M.
Fishermen’s Forum, specifically focusPhilbrook.
ing on those issues of importance to
Maine lobstermen. The Department of
Marine Resources (DMR) presented a comprehensive update on its lobster research efforts last year. One project In other news, Landings features a column from Commander
studied the difference in the size of female lobsters at the Jason Boyer, U.S. Coast Guard, on vessel safety. Boyer, who
time of egg production from 1995 to present day, and DMR spoke at the Maine Lobstermen’s Association annual meetresearchers documented what most lobstermen have al- ing, emphasizes commonsense measures to make sure the
ready observed. With warmer water temperatures, females boat and its crew get home safely from every trip. Having
are producing eggs at a smaller size, approximately two one’s vessel inspected at the dock, making sure that captain
and crew get enough rest, and using PFDs while working
-tenths of an inch smaller than 25 years ago.
The American Lobster Settlement Index showed that ju- are all actions that can make a big difference in safety.
venile lobster settlement has taken an upturn throughout
the Gulf of Maine, reversing a four-year downward trend.
Some of that increase can be attributed to expanding habitat for the young lobsters in deeper water, where temperatures have risen over the past decade.
Offshore wind power was the subject of an all-day seminar
at the Forum. Maine has set an ambitious goal to reduce its
carbon emissions by 45% in ten years and by 80% in thirty
years. To do that, the Mills administration is supporting offshore wind energy to become a part of the state’s energy mix.
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Fifteen offshore leases throughout the United States,
as far north as Massachusetts on the east coast, have
been approved by the federal Bureau of Offshore Energy
Management (BOEM). BOEM forecasts that up to 1600
fixed foundation turbines could be operating in MidAtlantic and New England waters by 2030.
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) provided its annual update to lobstermen and outlined the
Collaborative’s plans to market Maine lobster in 2020. The
MLMC will be focusing on promotions, partnerships and
protection of the Maine lobster brand through a combination of efforts. The aim is to “premiumize” Maine lobster as
a desired product within the world of larger food buyers as
well as to continue to promote it to chefs and consumers.
Maine fishermen had the opportunity to question officials from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) Fisheries at the Forum. The focus,
not surprisingly, was the federal plan to reduce by 60% the
risk of death or serious injury to right whales from fixed

Thank you!

MLCAlliance is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, established in
2010, which achieves its charitable mission through programs in
education, research and charity.

In this 200th anniversary year for Maine, Landings also
continues its profiles of significant Maine harbors. Winter
Harbor gained its name long ago because its harbor did not
freeze up in the depths of a Maine winter. The fishing and
lumbering port was discovered by wealthy Philadelphia
residents in the late 1880s, although not without a little
direct promotion by a native son, Edward J. Hammond,
founder of Hammond Lumber.
Finally, Landings remembers an icon of the Maine lobster fishery, Arnie Gamage of South Bristol, who died in
early March. Arnie was a long-time member of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association board of directors and a highlyregarded lobsterman both in his community and the state.
He worked hard to protect and improve the state’s lobster
fishery and was considered the barometer of the MLA
board. Former MLA president David Cousens pays homage to a man who was his friend for 35 years.
We look forward to hearing from you with any thoughts on
topics for future issues of Landings.

Subscribe to Landings, where lobstermen get their news!
You can subscribe online at
www.mlcalliance.org or send us a check
or credit card info with the form below.
Donation Amount: 
Mark Fleming

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
P.O. Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

We continue our series on climate change in the Gulf of
Maine with a look at changes in the Gulf ’s water. An increase in precipitation in the Gulf ’s watershed and warmer
water temperatures have had an effect on water clarity, as
shown in research by Dr. Barney Balch, Bigelow Laboratory
for Ocean Sciences. Cloudier water shades the phytoplankton living in the Gulf. Phytoplankton are the basis of the
marine food web; changes to their abundance or type can
have ripple effects throughout that web.
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Gamage continued from page 1

in the best interest of the fishery. He never had the attitude of “this might negatively affect me, so I’m against it.” He was a big picture guy, looking out for the
industry and the next generation of lobstermen.
Arnie loved to be on his Peter Kass lobster boat, whether he was lobstering or
shrimping or tuna fishing. He was a fixture at the South Bristol Co-op and mentor to young fishermen, including his two sons, Chad and Adam.
He was also a fixture in my household. Arnie and I talked every week for about
35 years. The conversation would always start with “What’s the price?” Then,
“How’re they looking?” Then it would lead into the issues the lobstermen were
facing at the time. Then we would talk about our boys and how they were doing. We were both surrounded by sons who were also lobstering; his two and
my three. What we discovered over time was that South Bristol was exactly two
weeks ahead of South Thomaston in terms of lobstering. When my boys got

into their teenage years — and to this day — they always asked me, “Have you
talked to Arnie? And what’s happening down there?”
As I sit here and try to remember some of the things I want to say about Arnie,
the tears are hitting the paper I’m writing on. I will forever miss the conversations we had and his commonsense approach to all the issues we’ve faced in
life and in fishing. As much as Arnie cared about the lobster fishery, his greatest
love was his family. He and Gail did almost everything together, whether it was
work or play. One of their favorite things was going to their kids’ and grandkids’
sporting events.
Arnie was a tremendous gift to the lobster industry and to all who knew him.
He was a loyal friend. I will miss him.

Arnie Gamage, 1952-2020
Arnie Gamage Jr., 67, South Bristol, passed away unexpectedly on the afternoon of March 4. Born in
Damariscotta on December 31, 1952, he was the son of Arnold Sr. and Gloria (Chipman) Gamage.
Arnie grew up in South Bristol, where he followed his father into fishing. He started lobstering at age 10. He
was very active in the South Bristol community, serving on the school board and coaching baseball for 15
years, from Little League through Babe Ruth.
Arnie was one of the founding members of the South Bristol Fisherman’s Co-op, serving on its board for many
years. He was a board member of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association for more than 30 years. Beginning
in the late 1980s, he worked with scientists at the Darling Marine Center in Walpole, taking researchers on
his boat to study lobsters. Arnie devoted his time to numerous activities that benefited the lobster and the
shrimp fisheries, including serving on the shrimp advisory committee for the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission and attending meetings of the Large Whale Take Reduction Team.
He received the MLA’s Golden V-Notch award in 2004. This year he was to be presented with an award of excellence from Department of Marine Resources Commissioner Patrick Keliher at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum.

Arnie Gamage, right, with sons Adam and
Chad. MLA photo.

“If anyone calls me up to ask about what is going on, I always make time to answer their questions and let them know what’s happening. I don’t expect everyone to like it, but I’m only sharing what I know. I would never, ever do anything to hurt the lobster fishery in Maine. Everything I do is what I feel is best for the
industry,” he said in a past interview in Landings.
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Arnie is survived by his wife of 48 years, Gail; sons, Adam and his wife Tory, and Chad and his wife Jennifer; grandchildren, Sophie, Spencer, Blake and Tanner;
brother, Greg and his wife Charlene; many nieces and nephews; and his longtime sternman, Tim Ross.
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GUEST COLUMN: Simple ways to stay safe at sea
By Commander Jason Boyer

As the Chief of Prevention for Coast
Guard Sector Northern New England,
I oversee our commercial fishing vessel fleet. I take this responsibility very
seriously and dedicate significant focus
and attention to improving the overall
safety of the fleet. Commercial fishing
vessels are the least regulated commercial fleet in the United States. For this
reason, I would like to discuss some of
my concerns and the things I believe will
improve the safety of those who rely on
commercial fishing to make their living.
The bulk of commercial fishing vessel
regulations are in 46 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) Part 28, including the
regulatory requirements for state numWearing a PFD when you fish
bered and federally documented vessels
is a simple way to protect yourbroken down by area fished, vessel size,
self. Photo by NCOHS.
and number of crew. I urge you to review
these regulations and determine if you
meet the minimum requirements. I stress minimum requirements because vessel owners can outfit their vessels with additional equipment to best prepare
them for an emergency. For instance, not all vessels are required to have an
EPIRB, immersion suits, or a life raft onboard. This small investment, however,
is extremely minor considering what we are protecting.
We are committed to our commercial fishing vessel examination program. We
have two full-time civilian examiners on staff and are in the process of hiring a
third. We are also training several active duty Coast Guard members to increase
our available examiners and improve our service and response time to the commercial fishing fleet.
On October 15, 2015, it became mandatory for all vessels operating outside
three nautical miles to pass a dockside examination and obtain a decal as
evidence of compliance. These dockside examinations are non-punitive in na-
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ture and only result in a required worklist if all
required equipment is not onboard. Those who
fish outside of three nautical miles without the
required decal risk being boarded at sea by one
of our Coast Guard vessels and potentially having their voyage terminated if they meet one of
the hazardous conditions contained in 46 CFR
28.65. If your voyage is terminated, you will be
escorted back to port to remedy the hazardous
condition before being allowed to continue your
voyage. Not only is this a huge inconvenience, it
will result financial penalties, lost fishing time,
additional fuel consumption and possibly an
extended stay at the dock. It makes sense to call
us and complete your examination at the dock
prior to heading offshore.

Jason Boyer is Chief of
Prevention, US Coast
Guard Sector Northern
New England.

Unlike other vessels, commercial fishing vessels
do not receive the level of oversight required of Coast Guard-inspected vessels. Consistent with marine casualty trends, this reduction in regulation for
fishing vessels contributes to the relative increase in marine casualties. When
fishing vessels are converted or altered from their original design to partake in
another fishery, the stability of the vessel can be compromised. It is imperative
to seek professional advice prior to making changes to your vessel, especially
if the modifications increase overall weight, placement of weight in the hull, or
require gear to be mounted above the gunwale. Even small changes can significantly reduce the vessel’s ability to recover and remain upright.
Another significant concern is fatigue experienced by vessel crews. Since
there is no requirement for Coast Guard-issued credentials, there are no requirements limiting crew watches to 12-hour periods. Fatigue contributes to
countless marine casualties, including injuries, collisions, allisions, and falls
overboard. Vessel captains should pay particular attention to work hours and
adjust schedules to balance work and rest.
As important as any topic concerning commercial fishing vessel safety is the
need for vessel crews to wear lifejackets. There is a longstanding culture of fishermen not wearing lifejackets. This must change.
The technological advances to lifejackets have eliminated any excuse for not
wearing them. Today’s lifejackets do not hinder movement or impede vessel
operations. They save lives and likely provide the critical time it takes to deploy or use the safety equipment on your vessel or give the Coast Guard time
to reach you should you find yourself in distress. If you choose not to wear a
lifejacket, then ensure they are stowed in an area immediately accessible during all phases of the vessel’s operations.
As the Chief of Prevention, my primary mission is to enhance marine safety and
eliminate maritime deaths. As a vessel captain, it is your responsibility to do the
same. Your crew and your family depend on you to focus on coming home safely.
I urge you to consider your operation, look at your vessel’s current configuration
and determine if it has changed from its original construction, thus warranting
a closer look at stability. Schedule a vessel examination. Remain conscious of the
hours you work while underway and the role fatigue plays in mistakes and casualties. Conduct realistic drills with your crew and ensure they fully understand
all equipment onboard the vessel; they may need to use it to save your life.
The world values and appreciates the work commercial fishermen do. We know
that fishing comes with more challenges and hurdles each year. To schedule a
dockside examination, contact Brian Smith at 207-664-3931, or Dan Hieter at
207-838-4440. Brian and Dan are ready to conduct your examination and answer any questions you may have with regard to fishing vessel regulations.
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OUR CHANGING GULF: More precipitation is muddying the waters
By Melissa Waterman
The image doesn’t properly reflect the beauty of the Gulf of Maine but, for the
purposes of this article, think of the Gulf as a great big bathtub. Like a bathtub,
the Gulf of Maine is not particularly deep overall. It is enclosed by the submerged Georges and Brown Banks. One route conveys water into the Gulf of
Maine from the North Atlantic, the Northeast Channel. Because it is relatively
shallow, the Gulf warms quickly when the atmosphere warms. It also is fed by
dozens of rivers. River water warms even faster than ocean water, thus the Gulf
is being warmed in two ways.

The net effect of all that dissolved and particulate material in the Gulf is to
shade those phytoplankton living beneath it. The yellowish water absorbs the
blue sunlight that many phytoplankton species need to photosynthesize and
grow. Researchers have found that smaller phytoplankton are becoming more
common and large phytoplankton species less common, which has implications on the structure of the Gulf of Maine food web.

The water entering via the Northeast Channel is affected by a complex dance,
called the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation, between the ice cold
Laurentian current and the warmer Gulf Stream. When the Laurentian current, generated in the Arctic, becomes weaker, more warm water from the Gulf
Stream can push into the Gulf. When that current is stronger, colder water
dominates.
One of the effects of a warmer climate in New England is greater precipitation but not always as snow. “Average annual precipitation in the Northeast increased 10% from 1895 to 2011, and precipitation from extremely heavy storms
has increased 70% since 1958,” stated the Environmental Protection Agency in
its report What Climate Change Means For Maine, 2016.
More rainfall means more river flow into the Gulf of Maine. The dissolved materials carried in that river flow can and will affect the Gulf ’s biological productivity, as research at Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences in East Boothbay
has shown.
Senior research scientist Barney Balch studies the color of the Gulf. You and
I may think the Gulf is primarily blue but Balch knows the Gulf ’s true colors.
And unfortunately, that color is tending toward yellow.
The laboratory’s namesake, Henry Bigelow, spent twelve years studying all aspects of the Gulf of Maine in the early 20th century. To assess the Gulf ’s color,
he used a Forel-Ule scope — a row of test tubes in a wooden frame, filled with
colored fluids that ranged from blue to green to yellow to brown. Comparing
the tubes with the hue he saw before him at sea, Bigelow recorded the Gulf ’s
color at dozens of sites throughout his voyages. His color data sat largely unused before Balch discovered his records in an old book he bought years ago.

Balch had been studying the Gulf ’s color for some years before this. In 1998, he
set up the Gulf of Maine North Atlantic Time Series (GNATS), a coastal time
series. By sampling the same place over time, he hoped to understand better
biological and chemical changes taking place in the Gulf. About ten times each
year, Balch would drive a truck containing a mobile laboratory onto a passenger ferry crossing the Gulf of Maine. At a specific geographic point, Balch and
colleagues took the same measurements year after year. Over two decades,
Balch and his GNATS built a dataset that began to illustrate the effects of climate change on the Gulf.
But Henry Bigelow’s data gave him a look at what the Gulf was like one hundred years earlier. And what he found was that the Gulf of Maine is not nearly
as blue as it once was.
Blue water typically means an absence of organic matter and plant material.
Green water means lots of chlorophyll-producing plants, namely microscopic
phytoplankton. Yellow or brown colors means there’s lots of dissolved and particulate organic matter in the water. By comparing current and historical data,
Balch found that while the Gulf of Maine is still mostly blue in color in the
central Gulf, it ranges toward yellow colors, especially in the more coastallyimpacted regions. The trend toward yellow correlates to an increase in organic
matter being injected into the Gulf from its many rivers. That rise is likely due
to increased precipitation in the Gulf of Maine watershed, which ultimately
empties into the Gulf.

Georges Bank, in the U.S., and Browns Bank, in Canada, act as walls for
the Gulf of Maine, separating the gulf from the greater North Atlantic
Ocean. U.S. Geological Survey image.
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AT THE FORUM: LOBSTERMEN MUST CHANGE MARKS ON LINES
By DMR staff
Maine DMR announced new gear marking requirements for Maine lobstermen
in November 2019. As with anything new, there have been lots of questions from
lobstermen about why these changes are needed. Maine’s Marine Patrol provided
a comprehensive overview of the new gear marking regulations during the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum and answered many commonly asked questions.
By September 1, commercial lobstermen in Maine must change the marks they make
on vertical lines. The change is mandated by the state, not federal government.

This includes a 36” purple mark and a 6” green mark in the top two fathoms of
the vertical line. Three 12” purple marks are also required in the top, middle,
and bottom of the vertical line.
Question: What do I have to do outside state waters (beyond 3 nm)?
Answer: The regulations are the same as in the sliver area – four purple marks
and one green mark.
Question: What about green marks now used?

Question: Why do we have to do this?

Answer: 6” green marks are required in the top two fathom
of vertical lines outside of exempted waters. Green marks are
not permitted inside exempted waters and must be removed if
gear is moved shoreward of the exemption line.

Answer: It is important that we be able to differentiate
Maine lobster gear from other Northeast trap/pot fisheries.
Currently, all trap/pot gear in New England is marked with the
same color (red). Different gear markings by state will enable
future regulations to be more spatially specific.

Question: Is there an exception for vertical line marks in
very shallow waters?

Question: Where do we have to do this?

Answer: There is currently a proposed rule which would allow
vertical lines which are 100 ft or less in length to only have two
purple marks. This would include one 36” purple mark in the
top two fathom and a 12” purple mark at the bottom of the
line. The public comment deadline for this proposed rule is
March 20th.

Answer: All Maine lobster gear must be marked. Areas shoreward of the exemption line have one marking scheme while
areas seaward of the exemption line have another marking
scheme.
Question: What do I do in State waters inside the exemption line?
Answer: Three purple marks are required inside the exemption line. This includes a 36” purple mark in the top two fathoms of the vertical line and two 12” purple marks at the middle and bottom of the vertical line.

New purple marks will be
required on vertical lines beginning September 1. Photo
by J. Kenney.

Question: What do I do in the sliver area ( from the exemption line to federal waters)?

Question: What do I have do when I move my gear from
outside 3nm into exempted waters? And vice versa?

Answer: When moving gear from non-exempt waters to exempt waters, the 6” green mark must be removed from the
vertical line. While only three purple marks are required in exempted waters,
you do not have to remove additional purple marks when moving gear into
exempted waters. When moving gear from exempt to non-exempt waters, a 6”
green mark must be added in the top two fathoms of your vertical line. An additional 12” purple mark is also required in the top of the vertical line.

Answer: Four purple marks and one green mark are required in the sliver area.
Question: Can I use two fathom of purple rope as my 36” mark?
Answer: No, you have to actually make a 36” purple mark on your line. This
mark can be made of purple rope that is spliced into your existing vertical line;
however, the purple rope section should be 36” in length.

CAPE PORPOISE LOBSTER
AND BAIT CO., INC.
70R Mills Rd., Kennebunkport, Maine
207-967-0900 • 207-205-7949 cell

Fresh and Salted Bait

5HGÀVK+HDGV

Herring

Skate

)ODWÀVK

Flounder Racks

Monk Heads

Pogies

Question: Do I have to mark both endlines in my trawl, wherever it is set?
Answer: Yes, all vertical lines must be marked.
Question: Can I make more than 3 purple marks on my rope?
Answer: You can make as many as you like; however, you must have a minimum of 3 purple marks in exempted waters and a minimum of 4 purple marks
in non-exempt waters.
Question: Can I use a toggle strap as my 36” purple mark in the top 2
fathom?
Answer: Yes, if the purple line is 36” in length and the vertical line is a color
other than purple it would be identifiable as a mark.
Question: What else can I use to make the required purple marks?

WE

CAN DELIVER WITH A MINIMUM ORDER.

WE

SELL BULK ICE!

Answer: Paint, zip ties, unraveled purple line, tape, twine.
Question: What constitutes the middle of my line if I have several fathoms
coiled under the buoy?
Answer: The middle of the line is half of the length of the endline; if a portion of
the endline is hanked up temporarily this will not affect a lobsterman’s compliance. If the lobsterman prefers, he/she may add additional purple marks.

orders@capeporpoiselobster.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
Ask for Allen!

More questions on Gear Marking?
Contact your local Marine Patrol officer or visit the DMR
website at www.maine.gov/dmr/science-research/species/lobster/
documents/9-1-20gearmarking1-15-20.pdf.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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•••
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sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.
President: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 259-3306
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2nd VP: Dustin Delano
Friendship, 542-7241
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Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596-0177
Sonny Beal, Beals Island, 497-3440
Laurin Brooks, Kennebunk, 468-2165
Herman Coombs, Orr’s Island, 807-8596
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372-6429
Jim Dow, Bass Harbor, 288-9846
Jamien Hallowell, S. Bristol, 677-0148
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255-3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633-6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526-4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244-4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372-6941
Mike Sargent, Steuben, 460-1316
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 829-2109
John Tripp, Spruce Head, 691-9744
Chris Welch, Kennebunk, 205-2093
Thomas Werner, Cape Elizabeth, 807-1048

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Membership Director
Andi Pelletier
andi@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
2 Storer St., Suite 203
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

In response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
MLA has suspended all
in-person meetings.

STEAMING AHEAD
It’s hard to believe that just a few weeks ago so many of us
were able to come together during the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum. Our world has changed significantly since then. We
now live each day with palpable anxiety as we stare into the
face of the unknown. Most of us are holed up at home. Many
are coming to grips with the reality of distance learning for
our kids who would give just about anything to go back to
school. Some, like me, are lucky to be able to work from
home. But for too many, work and income has ceased to be
a reality.
The news isn’t great for the lobster industry. Markets for
seafood are shrinking rapidly, and it appears that we have
a long road ahead. Like everyone else in the seafood industry, lobstermen have been hard hit by the closures of restaurants, casinos, cruise ships and pretty much any social
gathering you can think of. More than 80% of seafood is
consumed through restaurants and food service so we are
highly dependent upon this sector. While the timeline for
the coronavirus and its corresponding economic disaster
are unknown, we must prepare for long-term impacts.
Governor Mills did not mince words about the importance
of Maine’s seafood economy in her recent letter to President
Trump urging him to “marshal the resources of the federal
government and work with our Congressional delegation to
provide tools that will help our seafood industry survive this
unprecedented moment.” Mills warned, “It is clear that the
collapse of the international and larger domestic markets
will devastate Maine’s commercial fisheries.” The Governor
called for relief programs to include “direct financial assistance, subsidies, operating loans or loan deferment, [and]
modifications to existing programs to make them more accessible to fishing and seafood businesses.”
The MLA is also working to make sure Maine’s lobster industry is not forgotten as Congress hammers out the details of a stimulus package for our nation. MLA teamed
up with several Maine seafood industry associations on
a letter to our delegation highlighting a list of economic
responses for Congress to consider. “Maine’s independent fishermen, harvesters, aquaculturists, shoreside and
supply chain businesses are being dramatically impacted
by this disaster and we need both short-term economic
relief and long-term investment to protect, promote, and
preserve Maine’s iconic seafood industry and the working
waterfront that supports us,” the letter stated.
In the good news category, there is no news to report on
whales. In all seriousness, spring is a slow season for the
lobster fishery. This gives us time to come together as an industry to understand what is going on and plan for whatever
lies ahead. Commissioner Keliher has stated that he does not
have any immediate plans to close the lobster fishery in response to the coronavirus, a position that the MLA supports.
DMR has also suspended the 30-day wet gear storage rule.
If you don’t have a place to sell your lobsters, traps that are
out can remain in the water without the risk of an enforcement penalty. If your gear is on land or you are bringing
traps in, this will give you time to work on gear marking!
With such a poor market outlook, what should lobstermen
do? Lobstermen are a fleet of individual business owners; it
is up to each of you to decide whether or not it makes sense
to fish. Commissioner Keliher sent a notice to the lobster industry advising “harvesters and dealers must put aside their
differences and must actively communicate with each other
about the realities of the market.” He continued, “harvesters
must refrain from landing product if there is no market for
it” and “dealers must refrain from buying product for which
there is no market in order to minimize loss associated with
inventory that can’t be sold.” This is prudent advice because
overburdening the supply chain when there are so few customers could damage lobster prices in the longer-term.
I reviewed lobster industry data over the last five years to
get a sense of how this crisis is affecting our industry now
and what we could be facing if this drags on into summer,
fall or even winter (see table). By almost every measure,

March is one of the least important months of the year for
lobstermen, ranking second to last on number of lobstermen fishing, number of lobster trips made and proportion
of annual value and landings for our state. But for those who
are fishing it is an important month, ranking first in average
boat price and fifth for the average value of each trip.
The next three months, April to June, are also fairly slow for
Maine lobstermen. While the number of active lobstermen
increases each month as gear is set, (69% of active fishermen have their gear out by the end of June), these three
months rank low for overall landings and value, and are
lowest for average earnings by harvester each month and
the average value of each trip by month.
The situation changes dramatically from July to September.
August ranks as the month with the most active lobstermen, the highest number of trips, and the highest landings and value. While August ranks lowest for average
boat price, it represents the third-highest earning month
for individual harvesters. Overall, the five-month period of
July to November accounts for 84% of landings and 80% of
value for Maine.
Any scenario in which there is no market for your catch is
scary. But based on the natural ebb and flow of our industry, we have some time to plan before the real hurt of this
economic crisis engulfs us. And to keep some glimmer of
optimism, remember that lobsters not harvested are not
going anywhere; they will stay on bottom. If they shed,
they will harden up and gain value. As we proved in 2019,
even if the season is delayed, our fleet is skilled, efficient
and capable of making up those landings later in the year.
Remember, there are many successful lobster fishing areas
in Canada that take place over just a few months.
So what’s been done and what is being done? As I mentioned, Governor Mills sent a strong letter to President
Trump asking him to dedicate federal resources to support
Maine’s seafood industry. The MLA joined four other industry associations asking our Congressional delegation to ensure that the stimulus package has the flexibility needed so
that both our self-employed and incorporated businesses
can benefit from these federal programs.
Commissioner Keliher is holding a weekly lobster industry
COVID-19 call to bring industry stakeholders together and
is closely monitoring the situation as it unfolds. The weekly
call includes state officials, delegation staff and industry
leaders from the harvester and supply chain side so we can
collectively understand the ongoing impacts of COVID-19
and strategize on how we can work together to keep our
businesses solvent. The MLA is grateful for this opportunity
for our industry to work together in a transparent manner.
The MLA remains in close contact with state officials, our
delegation, Maine’s lobster dealers, the Maine Lobster
Marketing Collaborative and our board and members. We
will continue to try to understand how coronavirus is impacting lobstermen, our industry and our communities.
We will continue to keep our politicians informed and let
them know what our industry needs to ensure that it remains an economic pillar for Maine when this crisis is over.
The MLA will advocate for rational, sound decision-making by politicians and regulators, and for accessible relief
programs and financial assistance to support our industry.
This crisis is bigger than all of us, and pretty much everyone
in the world has been affected. It is nothing that anyone
can fix. For each of us to get through will require patience
and discipline. Please know that the MLA will continue to
do all that it can to ensure that Maine’s lobstering businesses remain financially solvent as this crisis unfolds. We
promise to keep you informed as we learn more.
The Maine lobster industry is strong and resilient. So is the
MLA. We are here for you. We will advocate for you. We will
get through this.
Stay safe and stay healthy.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Steaming Ahead continued from page 7

Active Lobstermen, Trips, Landings and Value - 5 year Average (2015-2019) by Month
Avg active harvesters
Avg trips
Avg trips/harvester/month
Avg landings
Avg Value
Avg price/pound
Avg Value/Harvester
Avg Value/Harvester/Trip
% of Max (of Aug ) harvesters
% of Total Trips
% annual landings
% annual value
% Value/Harvester
% Value/Harvester/Trip
Rank/ Max of Active Harvesters
Rank/# Trips
Rank/Annual Landings
Rank/ Annual Value
Rank/Avg price Pound
Rank/Value/Harvester
Rank/Value/Harvester/Trip

Jan
1,134
4,042
3.6
2,181,553
$11,055,009
$5.07
$9,750
$2,735

Feb
831
2,412
2.9
984,292
$6,288,076
$6.39
$7,563
$2,607

Mar

Apr
May
June
July
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec
965
1,340
1,943
2,843
3,901
4,098
3,963
3,699
3,155
2,095
3,479
6,457
13,345
20,759
45,757
55,204
45,814
39,079
24,224
10,939
3.6
4.8
6.9
7.3
11.7
13.5
11.6
10.6
7.7
5.2
1,019,725
1,437,878
2,717,035
4,090,942 16,680,255 26,302,402 20,468,095 21,380,141 14,205,815
6,368,400
$7,944,210 $10,466,984 $14,395,537 $19,974,340 $64,601,917 $98,702,875 $82,172,498 $87,517,249 $59,266,567 $29,243,040
$7.79
$7.28
$5.30
$4.88
$3.87
$3.75
$4.01
$4.09
$4.17
$4.59
$8,232
$7,809
$7,408
$7,026
$16,559
$24,086
$20,735
$23,662
$18,786
$13,960
$2,283
$1,621
$1,079
$962
$1,412
$1,788
$1,794
$2,239
$2,447
$2,673

28%
1%
2%
2%
6%
12%

20%
1%
1%
1%
5%
11%

24%
1%
1%
2%
5%
10%

33%
2%
1%
2%
5%
7%

47%
5%
2%
3%
4%
5%

69%
8%
3%
4%
4%
4%

95%
17%
14%
13%
10%
6%

100%
20%
22%
20%
15%
8%

97%
17%
17%
17%
13%
8%

90%
14%
18%
18%
14%
9%

77%
9%
12%
12%
11%
10%

51%
4%
5%
6%
8%
11%

10
10
9
9
5
7
1

12
12
12
12
3
9
3

11
11
11
11
1
8
5

9
9
10
10
2
10
9

8
7
8
8
4
11
11

6
6
7
7
6
12
12

3
3
4
4
11
5
10

1
1
1
1
12
1
8

2
2
3
3
10
3
7

4
4
2
2
9
2
6

5
5
5
5
8
4
4

7
8
6
6
7
6
2

MLA ANNUAL MEETING

the audience. “All Coast Guard investigations of accidents show evidence of
fatigue.”

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) 66th Annual Meeting opened with
a tribute by President Kristan Porter to former board member Arnie Gamage
Jr. of South Bristol, who died abruptly on Wednesday, March 4, at the age of 67.

Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director, then spoke about the MLA’s activities in 2019. The MLA was involved in the Northeast Center for Occupational
Health and Safety’s Lifejackets for Lobstermen project, which researched and
then distributed lifejackets suitable for wearing on deck to fishermen in three
states. In Maine, 774 life jackets were sold at a discount to 403 lobstermen
through this project. The MLA was also involved in pressuring EPA to review
its Tier 4 engine standards resulting in the delay of implementation to 2024.
The MLA has been appointed to represent Maine fishermen on the Governor’s
Maine Climate Change council. It has also been active in the emerging issues of
offshore wind and aquaculture development, the potential bait crisis in 2019,
and LD 28 which sought to address long wait times for those seeking access to
the lobster industry.

Porter opened the business portion of the MLA meeting by accepting a motion
and a second to accept the minutes of the 2019 annual meeting. He then presented a slate of nominees to serve a three year term on the Board of Directors.
Five board members -- Jason Joyce of
Swans Island, Sonny Beal of Beals Island,
Jack Merrill of Islesford, Bob Baines of
South Thomaston and Gerry Cushman of
Port Clyde – were reelected, and Thomas
Werner of Cape Elizabeth was elected to
his first term on the MLA Board. Porter
thanked Donny Young of Cushing and
Willis Spear of Yarmouth who stepped
down from the board for their many years
of dedicated service.
Porter then presented the MLA’s Golden
V-notch Award to one of the Maine lobster
industry’s most highly regarded lobsterMLA Golden Vnotch Award
man, John Williams of Stonington. “John
recipient, John Williams with his
is a pillar in his community and it’s a hardwife Judy. MLA photo.
working community,” Porter said. “He goes
to every meeting we ask him to and some others as well. John’s always said that
you have to stay involved or you can’t complain.” Williams accepted the award
on behalf of himself and his wife Judy, who has done the driving to most of
those meetings over the years.
Coast Guard Chief of Prevention for Northern New England Sector Commander
Jason Boyer then addressed the meeting audience on safety at sea. The Coast
Guard Northern Sector has three full-time vessel safety examiners on staff and
another in the process of being hired. Boyer emphasized that the fishing vessel
safety exam program was doing well checking boats at the dock to ensure that
vessels are properly equipped and captains don’t get cited at sea and lose their
trip. He emphasized, however, that having appropriate equipment on board,
does not necessarily save lives at sea. Being prepared and knowing how to utilize this equipment at sea will save lives.
“Do something to make it easier to get to the PFDs when you’re on deck,” Boyer
said. “Get an engine kill switch installed if you work alone. Get a personal EPIRB
that you wear. It goes on as soon as you hit the water.” Boyer stressed that it is
great to have safety equipment and run drills, but if the PFDs are in the house
wrapped in plastic with the clips all locked together, it does no one any good
when there’s an emergency.
“How do we change the culture of not wearing lifejackets?” he asked. “You
should put on your lifejacket every time you throw off the lines.” Having safety
gear on board is great, he continued, but if you are not wearing a lifejacket,
there could be a problem. He questioned how it has become a right of passage
for kids to proudly hang up their lifejackets when they turn 14.
Further, Boyer explained, that many vessels may be at risk due to stability issues or due to exhaustion of captain and crew. He noted that commercial fishing captains often make modifications to the boat for various reasons but are
not subject to inspection afterward. Structural changes can change the vessel’s stability. Fishing vessels also don’t have any watch requirements when in
state waters. “How many of you have been up for 24 hours at a time?” he asked

Concerning herring, McCarron reviewed the reasons for the drop in herring
quota which included a poor 2019 herring stock assessment and changes to
the herring plan through Amendment 8. A new herring stock assessment is
scheduled for June, 2020. Menhaden landings were up sharply in 2019, which
offset some of the bait crunch. Maine landed as many pounds of menhaden as
all herring landed in 2019 (11,471 metric ton).
Then McCarron reviewed the status of NOAA’s rules for protecting North
Atlantic right whales. The MLA has been fighting at all levels — management,
science, legal and with the Congressional delegation — to protect the Maine
lobster fishery and has been attacked in multiple areas while doing so. “We are
at all the industry meetings, all the zone council meetings, all the DMR meetings, and yet we are attacked for either not doing enough or being in cohoots
with the agencies,” McCarron said. She reminded the audience that the MLA is
the only entity that gained legal standing in the court case brought by environmental groups against NOAA seeking more stringent right whale protections.
To understand more fully members’ perspective on the right whale rules, the
MLA conducted a survey of its members in December.
In 2019, after the April Take Reduction Team (TRT) meeting which put the lobster industry on a path to reduce risk by 60%, the MLA conducted a deep dive
into the data used by NOAA to set that goal. “NOAA asked only the lobster industry to reduce risk,” McCarron said, “not gillnet or other fishing gear.” In doing
so, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) assigned all unknown serious injury or mortality, which represents 73% of all incidents, to the lobster industry. That, McCarron said, was wrong. Looking at NOAA’s own data, the MLA
found that since 2010 lobstermen were in fact doing much better at avoiding
right whale entanglements reducing confirmed cases by 90%. Consequently,
the MLA withdrew from the TRT agreement and stated its unwillingness to
accept any whale plan
that requires 60% risk
reduction by the lobster industry while
failing to address risk
from other known
sources. NOAA’s data
do not support that
goal and do not account for the risk
presented by other
gear types. “We can’t
do this all ourselves,”
McCarron concluded.
Turnout was strong for the MLA’s 66th annual meeting.
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
The MLA’s lawyer, Mary Anne Mason, spoke
about the court case taking place in U.S.
District Court in Washington, D.C., to which
the MLA is an intervener. The Center for
Biological Diversity vs. Ross (Department of
Commerce) case alleges that NMFS’ violated
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the
Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)
due to its failure to implement timely, effective measures to protect Right Whales from
entanglement in lobster gear.
The case was split in two phases: liability and
remedy. In the first phase, liability, the court
will decide the legal issue of whether or not
NMFS has violated the ESA and/or MMPA.
Mary Anne Mason. MLA photo.
The judge has not yet ruled on this, but it is
widely expected that this will happen sooner
rather than later. Once there is a ruling, the court will address how to remedy
any legal violations which may have occurred. If the judge rules that NMFS has
violated the law, the court could impose whale protection measures on the lobster fishery.
Mason explained that the judge’s actions on the case so far are cause for concern for the lobster industry. In October 2019, after NOAA asked for a motion
to stay the case until the TRT rule was published, the judge denied the motion
stressing the need to take speedy action to protect the whales. In November
2019 NMFS asked for a summary judgement of the case, arguing that there
was no evidence that lobster gear was entangling whales since new regulations
were implemented in 2014. In January 2020, NMFS announced that the release
of its Biological Opinion on whether fixed gear fisheries jeopardize the right
whale population would be delayed until July. However, “The judge is due to
release his decision at any time,” Mason said.
McCarron said that the MLA, because of its status as an intervenor in the case,
would be in the room to work with all parties if the judge seeks a remedy in this
case. When asked why regulations are focused on lobster industry rather than
climate change, McCarron responded, “These federal laws don’t regulate the
environment, they regulation human interactions.”
The meeting closed on a high note with the raffle of five amazing door prize
packages including items ranging from safety equipment and gift cards to
sweatshirts and knives contributed by Brooks Trap Mill, Friendship Trap, Sea
Rose Trap, Hamilton Marine, Midcoast Marine, Chase Leavitt, Liferaft Services,
Rope Razor, McMillan Offshore Survival, Maine Camp Outfitters and MLA.
MAINE’S SEAFOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS ASK
CONGRESS TO SUPPORT FISHING INDUSTRY
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association collaborated with Maine Coast
Fishermen’s Association, Maine Lobster Dealers Association, Maine
Aquaculture Association, and Maine Coast Community Sector on a letter to
Maine’s delegation sent on March 20, as Congress develops a stimulus package
in response to Covid-19. The letter highlighted the importance of the seafood
industry to Maine’s economy and described the market collapse for most seafood products.
“This disaster is looking to have a long tail and we must start setting our small
businesses up for protection now if we wish to survive what is to come. We
must assure that our seafood businesses remain solvent during this disaster
and able to enter the market when it rebounds,” the letter states.
“Maine’s independent fishermen, harvesters, aquaculturalists, shoreside and
supply chain businesses are being dramatically impacted by this disaster and
we need both short-term economic relief and long-term investment to protect,
promote, and preserve Maine’s iconic seafood industry and the working waterfront that supports us”
The group highlights a list of economic responses for Congress to consider as
it develops a stimulus package. The letter stresses the need for direct economic
relief in the short- and long-term and for Congress to ensure that these programs have the flexibility to assist the diversity of seafood businesses including
self-employed and small, medium and large corporations. The group also requests that Congress revise the criteria to declare a fisheries disaster to include
a public health pandemic and lower the threshold of economic harm to qualify.
GOVERNOR MILLS TELLS TRUMP NOT TO FORGET ABOUT
MAINE’S SEAFOOD INDUSTRY
On March 20, Governor Mills sent a letter to President Trump requesting immediate support for Maine’s seafood industry as it grapples with the economic
challenges of coronavirus. “The COVID-19 pandemic is taking a substantial
toll on Maine’s independent fishermen, aquaculturists, wholesales dealers

and seafood processors. The
markets for their products are
collapsing both globally and
locally… In the long-term it is
clear that the collapse of the international and larger domestic
markets will devastate Maine’s
commercial fisheries.”
The letter explains the unique
challenges facing the individual
sectors of Maine’s seafood inPhoto courtesy of Village Soup.
dustry. “Dealers and process are
also calling to tell me there are
no markets for the product already in inventory,” “lobstermen are experiencing
reduced prices and severely depressed markets” and “groundfishermen have
already leased hundreds of thousands of dollars of quota to access the spring
fishery.”
The letter explains that severe market disruptions are anticipated for shellfish
aquaculture, softshell clams, elvers, and the northern Gulf of Maine scallop
fishery.
The Governor concludes, “We strongly urge you to martial the resources of the
federal government and work with our Congressional delegation to provide
tools that will help our seafood industry survive this unprecedented moment.
This includes, but is not limited to: direct financial assistance, subsidies, operating loans or loan deferment, [and] modifications to existing programs to
make them more accessible to fishing and seafood businesses.”
COVID-19 AND THE LOBSTER INDUSTRY UPDATES
Weekly Lobster/COVID-19 check-in - Commissioner Keliher is again proving
to be a strong leader as the lobster industry grapples with the impacts of
COVID-19. On March 18, DMR started
holding weekly calls among state officials, delegation staff and industry
leaders from the harvester and supply
chain side to share information and
work together to understand the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 on the lobster
industry and strategize on how we can
MLA photo.
keep our businesses solvent. The MLA
is grateful for this opportunity for our
industry to work together in a transparent manner.
March 16 - Commissioner Keliher sent a notice to the lobster industry stating
that DMR did not have immediate plans to close the lobster fishery in response
to the coronavirus. The Commissioner’s message stated, “I am monitoring this
situation and am receiving thoughts and guidance from all segments of the industry.” His message continued, “harvesters must refrain from landing product
if there is no market for it” and “dealers must refrain from buying product for
which there is no market in order to minimize loss associated with inventory
that can’t be sold.
March 18 - Maine DMR sent a Notice to Lobster Harvesters stating that the
DMR has suspended enforcement of the regulatory prohibition on wet storage
of gear, to be revisited in 30 days. “We are doing this because of current and
potential market uncertainties associated with Coronavirus, and to control
the spread of COVID-19 on fishing vessels where social distancing is difficult”.
March 20 - DMR announced that “access to all Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR) facilities in Augusta, West Boothbay Harbor, Bangor,
Lamoine, Jonesboro, and Rockland will be by appointment only.” The DMR
strongly urges industry members to submit applications, order tags, upload
documents, report landings, etc. via DMR’s online system, LEEDS at https://
maine-dmr-leeds-prod.pegacloud.com/. If industry members need to apply for
or renew a license or order tags, and can only do so on paper, there are applications and order forms available in the entryway of the Augusta office at 32
Blossom Lane in Augusta. There is also a drop box at the Augusta office where
items can be left for DMR, including license applications and order forms. Only
credit cards, money orders or checks are accepted forms of payment. No cash
payments are accepted.
COVID-19 and Financial Resources for Business – at press time (3/24/2020),
the U.S. Senate announced an agreement on a $2 trillion stimulus package
which is expected to be adopted by the House and signed by President Trump
later this week. While the details of the package were not clear at press time,
the Maine delegation has informed the MLA that the federal package includes
$300 million in disaster relief specifically for fisheries due to disappearing economic markets caused by the novel coronavirus pandemic.
Continued on page 10
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA Update continued from page 9

Additionally, Senator Collins spearheaded the “Keeping Workers Paid and
Employed Act” which authorizes $350 billion worth of 100 percent guaranteed
SBA loans, a portion of which SBA will forgive based on allowable expenses for
the borrower. This small business package also includes $10 billion in direct
grants for businesses that do not qualify for the Economic Injury Disaster Loan
(EIDL) program, and $17 billion to have SBA step in and make six months of
principle and interest payments for all SBA backed business loans. All these
measures combined will relieve financial stress from struggling businesses and
inject much needed capital into the economy. Employees, sole-proprietors and
1099 contractors will be eligible for assistance through these programs.
The details of these federal assistance programs are evolving. Currently, there
are several loan programs available. More information can be found on the
Programs to offer financial resources for Maine’s business are evolving. You can
find information on these programs on the Maine DMR website (https://www.
maine.gov/dmr/about/COVIDInfo.html#SBA), Maine Department of Economic
and Community Development website (https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/
covid-19). Here are some highlights:
Finance Authority of Maine (FAME) COVID-19 Relief Loan Programs –The
Finance Authority of Maine ( FAME) is offering loan programs to eligible
Maine businesses and individuals/employees who experience hardships due to
COVID-19.
COVID-19 Relief Consumer Loan Program provides no-to low-interest consumer loans of up to $5,000 (minus any unemployment benefits received by
borrower) through a loan guarantee program involving Maine’s banks, credit
unions, and FAME. Interested borrowers should contact their local bank or
credit union (not FAME) to see if the lender is offering this program and to apply. A borrower may apply for up to three (3) loans, one per each 30-day period.
COVID-19 Relief Business Direct Loan Program provides FAME Direct Loans
of up to $50,000 with special terms available to Maine-based businesses experiencing interruption or hardship due to COVID-19.
COVID-19 Relief Interim SBA Finance Loan Program provides FAME Direct
Loans of up to $100,000 with special terms available to eligible borrowers who
provide proof of commitment for SBA financing. The FAME loan would be originated for use to the business owner until the SBA loan is funded. The SBA loan
would then pay-off the FAME loans.
COVID-19 Relief Lender Insurance Program provides commercial loan insurance of 50-75% to lenders who make loans to Maine businesses experiencing
interruption or hardship due to COVID-19.
SBA Loans - The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering low-interest federal disaster loans for working capital to small businesses suffering substantial
economic injury as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Governor Mills has
received SBA designation to qualify Maine’s small businesses for this program.

SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance to
small businesses to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing. These loans may be used to pay fixed debts, payroll, accounts payable
and other bills that can’t be paid because of the disaster’s impact. The interest
rate is 3.75% for small businesses. The interest rate for non-profits is 2.75%. SBA
offers loans with long-term repayments in order to keep payments affordable, up
to a maximum of 30 years. Terms are determined on a case-by-case basis, based
upon each borrower’s ability to repay.
SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans are just one piece of the expanded focus of the federal government’s coordinated response, and the SBA is strongly
committed to providing the most effective and customer-focused response
possible. For questions, please contact the SBA disaster assistance customer
service center at 1-800-659-2955 or e-mail disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.
Applicants are encouraged to apply for a disaster loan online at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela/. If you do not have access to a computer or smartphone,
please call SBA at 1‐800‐659‐2955 for assistance.
IN-PERSON MEETINGS CANCELLED
The Maine Legislature’s Marine Resources Committee cancelled its remaining public hearings and work sessions. This means that public hearings were
not held on LD 2149 An Act To Protect the Lobster Industry by Providing to
Consumers Information Regarding Live Lobsters Sold in the State and LD
2150 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Issuance of Wholesale Seafood
Licenses with Lobster Permits. It is anticipated that unresolved bills will be
carried over to the next session.
ASMFC’s Spring Meeting scheduled for May 4 through-6 has been cancelled.
ASMFC will consider holding an extended meeting August 3 to 6. ASMFC has
asked Commissioners and proxies to keep calendars open May 5 and 6 to conduct any necessary business via webinar. FMI: www.asmfc.org.
Maine DMR’s public hearing regarding fishing industry impacts of the proposed Portland Harbor private dredge and CAD cell construction scheduled
for March 25 was cancelled. The City of Portland seeks to create a Confined
Aquatic Disposal (CAD) cell in the Fore River. The CAD cell construction will
excavate approximately 376,858 cubic yards of sediment over approximately 8.9 acres. This material will be disposed offshore in federal waters at the
Portland disposal Site. The Portland waterfront dredging consists of 21 public
and private piers, 10 marinas/boat yards, the public boat launch, and commercial barge landing, estimated to remove 244,678 cubic yards from 46.8 acres.
This material will be disposed of in the proposed CAD cell in South Portland.
The comment deadline on the potential impacts of the proposed dredging
operation on fishing in the area to be dredged and on impacts to the fishing
industry of the proposed route to transport dredge spoils to the Portland disposal site has been extended to April 10.

Lobster girls at work
Cedelia and Dorothy “Dory” Pinkham are the daughters of the late
Chris Pinkham of Boothbay and they clearly inherited their father’s
love of lobstering. They are just two of the Lobstering Girls at work
featured in this issue.

Cedelia Pinkham at the helm.

Dory has the hang of it.

Cedilia tries painting a buoy.

Chris Pinkham showing his
daughter Dory how to drive
the boat.

April 2020 | LANDINGS | Page 11

AQUAMESH

FRESH BAIT

®

DIRECT FROM O’HARA

40 YEARS
OF

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

MARINE INDUSTRY EXCELLENCE

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES
REDFISH
ROCKFISH
SALT
TUNA

FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES
FROZEN IN BOXES
50 LB BAGS
FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

SINCE 1907

SINCE 1907

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

1.800.762.6374 • sales@riverdale.com • www.riverdale.com

H

Foul Weather Gear
Search# GRD-

Search# HM-H

FULL
LINE IN
STOCK!

HAMILTON

Deck Hatches

LED Searchlights

Marine grade anodized
DOXPLQXPFRYHUVZLWK
VWDLQOHVVVWHHOIUDPHV

VWDLQOHVVVWHHOKRXVLQJ99

Many
Sizes!

MARINE

USCG APPROVED

RescueME EPIRB1
Category II with GPS

Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

8OWUDFRPSDFW:DWHUSURRI
FKDQQHO*36HQDEOHG6WUREHOLJKW
,QFOXGHVODQ\DUG
10 Year Battery Life!

$UWLFXODWHGDUPVIRUHDVLHU
donning with buddy line and
ZKLVWOH+LYLV\HOORZKLJKOLJKWV

:LGHOHJVIRUHDV\GRQQLQJ
5HWURUHŴHFWLYHWDSH,QFOXGHV
EDJDQGZKLVWOH

$

26999ea

30499ea

$

Fish Baskets
3ODVWLFZLWKKROHVIRU
GUDLQLQJ$SSUR[LPDWHO\
EXVKHOFDSDFLW\

99
19
ea
Orange

Order# 118243
Search# HML-BB

Order# 763280

Hairless Salted Pig Hide
Lobster Bait

HML-HIDEBAIT
Order# 740935

NEW!

Automatic/Manual Inflatable PFD
3URYLGHVVXSHULRUSHUIRUPDQFHLQ
URXJKRIIVKRUHW\SHFRQGLWLRQV
USCG APPROVED
35 lbs of

$

14999ea

5HJ

Color
Order#
Blue
773535
2UDQJH 773536

buoyancy!

SAVE

30

$

A4 Inflatable
Net Buoy

Fuzzy Rope

GLDPHWHU[
ORQJFLUFXPIHUHQFH
OEVEXR\DQF\
32/$< Order# 774850

EODFN6ROGLQIWFRLOV
)RUXVHLQPXVVHOIDUPLQJ
$4&)5%.
Order# 763256

Hamilton Marine Lobster Buoy Paint

Electric Rope

:DWHUEDVHGWRXJKORQJODVWLQJŴH[LEOHFRDWLQJ Cutting Guns
UV & weather resistant, low odor, fast drying,
HDV\VRDS ZDWHUFOHDQXS5HG2UDQJH<HOORZ 100 Watt $
385
*UHHQ%OXH%ODFNRU:KLWH
Order# 127675
Search# HM-LBP

Lantern Nets
$TXDFXOWXUHODQWHUQ
QHWVIRUXVHLQVFDOORS
IDUPLQJ

$

Green

SAVE
by the
pallet!

42595ea

$&55(6&8(0(&
Order# 776394

.17$8
Order# 753274

596$
Order# 743829

NOW IN STOCK!

515

85641ea

Adult Universal Cold Water
Immersion Suit

HUGE
INVENTORY
IN STOCK!

5-3/4" Dia., 200,000 Candle Power

'+5&%/(' $
58
Order# 772198
ea
5-3/4" LED Insert
Order# 772199 SELL 413.61
'+5&%/(' $
Order# 772355
7" LED Insert
Order# 772354 SELL 841.45

USCG APPROVED

Bait Bags

FROZEN

207.542.1856

7" Dia., 300,000 Candle Power

BOATERS’ STORE!™

$

FRESH

207.594.0405

'HVFULSWLRQ
PP7LHU
4mm 7 Tier
PP7LHU
9mm 7 Tier

Are you seeing purple? We have all the purple stuff you need for
PDUNLQJOREVWHUJHDUWRPHHW0DLQHōVQHZƓVKLQJUHJXODWLRQV

3561ea

1499qt
$
4999gal
$

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

Heavy Duty 120 Watt
385+' $
Order# 735613

Order#
763277
769870
763278
769871

3745ea

All discounts apply to current store prices. Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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Bottom Line
Super 46 Wesmac
C18 CAT

Chriss Anderson
Owner

In addition to all the
traps we’ve built, I
have built a lot of
friendships over the
eight years I’ve
owned this business.

In Friendshipp –
Gregg Bradley,, Jerryy Wadsworth,,
Markk Wadsworth,, Mikee Dean

But many more
friendships have been built over many more years
between our customers and the Friendship Trap team.

Not only are we committed to providing traps
that are “Built the Best, Built to Last and Built
Your Way”, we also are deeply committed to the
relationships of integrity we have with the
special people that are our customers.
Friendship Trap is more than a name to us
– it’s who we are – and we truly value your
friendships with us. And we strive to give
all our friends the best we’ve got every time!

In Columbiaa Fallss –
VJ Lenfesty,, Dannii Emerson,
Jimmyy Emerson

So thank you! We look forward to working with old friends and making many new
ones this year!
Chris and the Friendship Trap team

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.
Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our complete range of marine
power systems solutions is backed by a team with exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.

Here
H
ere to serve you!

• More fully equipped and staffed locations.

Jerry
J
erry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy
J
immy Emerson (207) 598-7047 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

Friendship
F
riendship Office (Greg Bradley): (800) 451-1200; (207) 354
C
olumbia Falls Office (VJ Lenfesty): (207) 483-6555
Columbia
Findd uss
V
isit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com
Visit
on Facebook
on Facebook

• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contact:
Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


Working
to make 2020
:RUNLQJWRPDNH
your best season ever!
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU

a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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Legal Defense Fund
MLA has hired a powerhouse attorney to join our team to
VWUHQJWKHQRXUÀJKWIRUWKHIXWXUHRIWKH0DLQHOREVWHU
industry! :LWK\RXUVXSSRUWRXUOHJDOWHDPZLOO
• Fight against a 60% risk reduction for Maine lobstermen
• Reject that New England lobstermen are solely responsible for U.S.
entanglements
• +ROG&DQDGDDFFRXQWDEOH for its role in the recent right whale
deaths
• Demand that NMFS do its job to protect right whales using the best
available science
• Stay active in ongoing court cases which seek more stringent
whale rules

I’m donating to save the industry!
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Donate Now!
Protect your future!
Make a donation today.
Online. By phone. By mail.
www.mainelobstermen.org
207-967-4555

Name: ______________________________________________

$365.00 - ‘a dollar a day’
$100.00
Please
give generously!
$50.00
$25.00
Other amount: _____________

Address: ____________________________________________
City: _______________________________________________
State: _______________ Zip: ________________
Phone: _____________________________________________

please make checks payable to ‘MLA LDF’
2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk ME 04043

Email: _____________________________________________

The global spread of COVID-19 has caused the worldwide
shut down of restaurants, casinos, cruise ships, social
gatherings, and business events where most lobster is
consumed. At grocery stores, consumers are focused on
shopping for essentials and food products with a stable
shelf life.
Because of this unprecedented event affecting global
markets, the MLMC is shifting program resources to

MAINE
LOBSTER
MARKETING
UPDATE

ensure we can have the maximum impact on demand
as markets re-open. As our industry grapples with the
impacts of this crisis, we are continuing to work to protect
the Maine Lobster brand, provide crisis communications
services to support the Maine lobster industry and
develop materials to promote Maine Lobster.
We are monitoring the market impacts of COVID-19
closely and working with representatives from all sectors
of the industry to reassess our marketing approach given
these new circumstances.
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MLA MEMBER DISCOUNT DIRECTORY
Vessel Insurance
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance

Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG approved Drill Conductor course w/in the last 5 years. Wooden boat, Builders coverage, no
lay up period, discounted electronics deductible, and automatic coverage of researchers and
more! Call Scott Smithwick 207-370-1883

Accounting

Fishing, Marine & Industrial

Back River Tax Accounting
Brunswick, ME -- Free initial consultation and
review of previous tax returns.
207-607-7118

Hamilton Marine
Searsport, Rockland, Portland, Southwest
Harbor, Jonesport, ME -- Discounts available
WRFRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQ

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous years tax returns.
207-622-3772

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% discount on parts and
service. 603-418-0470

Automotive
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
Newcastle, ME -- 3 years of oil changes
(total of 12) for all vehicles, cars and
trucks, when you purchase a new or used
vehicle. 207-563-5959
Weirs Buick - GMC
Arundel ME -- Purchase a new GMC and
get a free Bullet Liner. Must show MLA card
877-861-0070

Bait
Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum on
multiple drum purchases (must show current
MLA card). 603-300-2846
Old School Pig Hide Bait
Cutler, ME -- $1 off per bucket (must show
current MLA card). 207-812-5211

Boat Builders/Repairs
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top. on a 38’ CB or 44’ CB. 207-667-7427

Electronic Equipment

Hotels
Hampton Inn, Ellsworth – (Ellsworth, ME)
Hampton Inn, Downtown-Waterfront –
(Portland, ME)
Hampton Inn, Rockland/Thomaston –
(Rockland, ME)

Fuel
Atlantic Edge Lobster
Boothbay Harbor, ME -- Fuel discount for
MLA members. 207-633-2300

Gifts
0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and
promotional product orders.
800-560-6090
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME -- 10% off all apparel
207-967-4555

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOOÀVK
Port Chester, NY – 20% off off the entire
VLWHZZZFUD]\OREVWHUVKHOOÀVKFRP
Cape Porpoise Lobster
Cape Prpoise, ME – 10% off picked lobster
meat. 800-967-4268
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked
lobster meat. 207-963-5857

Newspapers
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA membership
noted on check. 800-989-5253
National Fishermen, North Hollywoood,
CA -- Special annual subscription rate for $12
for 12 issues. 800-959-5073

Propellers

Residence Inn by Marriott (Scarborough, ME)

Discount: Special rates for MLA members and
Business Supporters. Please contact the MLA
for booking information, or mention MLA when
booking.

Hydraulics
Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in stock
items for MLA members. 603-474-1914
Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off hydraulic
components & Cable Craft cables.
207-767-2136

Legal Services
/DZ2IÀFHRI &U\VWDO7DUMLFN
(Port Clyde, ME) -- 10% off all legal services
for MLA members. 207- 691-2633

New England Propeller Inc
Plymouth, MA -- Discounts on marine
propeller, shafting, and related items, sales
& repairs. 508-746-8804
Nautilus Marine Fabrication, Inc.
Trenton, ME --5% Discount on propeller
reconditioning. 207-667-1119

Refrigeration Services
Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new installations.
207-893-0145

Safety Training & Equipment
Liferaft Services, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off liferaft repack with
proof of MLA membership. CAN be combined with other promotions. 207-363-0220

Museums & Entertainment
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.

Navtronics, LLC
York, ME -- 5% off of purchases.
207-363-1150

Lobster & Seafood

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to
FRPPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV.

Cross Insurance Arena

Special discounts to shows at the Cross Arena
in Portland! Use promo code GFRIEND at
checkout. Orderby phone, online, or in person
DWWKHER[RIÀFH
Info at www.mainelobstermen.org
Maine Foodie Tours
Kennebunkport, Portland, Bar Harbor, Boothbay Harbor, ME – 10% off
all culinary walking tours. 207-233-7485
www.mainefoodietours.com

McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 25% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training. 207-338-1603

Trap Builders, Stock & Supplies
Sea Rose Trap Co
S. Portland -- 5% off list price on traps.
Must show MLA card. 207-730-2063

Show
your MLA card to
receive great discounts at
WKHVH¿QHEXVLQHVVHV
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MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses!
ACCOUNTANTS
Back River Tax Accounting
56 Main St.
Brunswick, ME 04011
207-607-7118
rick@backrivertaxaccounting.com
www.backrivertaxaccounting.com
Free initial consultation, review of
previous tax returns.
Back River Financial Group
John Hallee
690 Maine Ave.
Farmindale, ME 04344
207-622-3772
john@backrivergroup.com
www.backrivergroup.com
Free initial consultation and review of
previous tax returns.
AUTOMOTIVE
Newcastle Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
573 Route One
Newcastle, ME 04553
rmiller@newcastlechrysler.com
www.newcastlechrysler.com
3 years (total 12) oil changes when
you purchase a new or used vehicle.
Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700
www.weirsgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free
Bullet Liner
BAIT DEALERS
Bessy Bait LLC
155 Batchelder Rd.
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-300-2846/603-300-2849
info@bessybait.com
www.bessybait.com
$5 discount per drum on multiple
drum purchases (must show current
MLA card).
Cape Porpoise Lobster & Bait Co.
PO Box 7217
Cape Porpoise, ME 04014
207-967-0900
allendaggett@hotmail.com
www.capeporpoiselobster.com
10% off picked lobster meat
CBS Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101
207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com
Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA 70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com
Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204
207.415.4547
Htodd@lundsfish.com
www.lundsfish.com
BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR
SW Boatworks
358 Douglas Highway
Lamoine, ME 04605
207-667-7427
swboatworks@gmail.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top on 38
and 44 Calvin Beal.
EDUCATIONAL & TRADE SHOWS
Bar Harbor Whale Watch Company
Julie Taylor
1 West St.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609
888-942-5374
info@barharborwhales.com
www.barharborwhales.com

Maine Foodie Tours
Pam Laskey
PO Box 1905
Portland, ME 04104
207-233-7485
info@mainefoodietours.com
www.mainefoodietours.com
10% off culinary walking tours, any
location

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106
207-767-2136
info@ hewsco.com
10% off hydraulic components &
Craft cables.

Maine Maritime Museum
243 Washington St.
Bath, ME 04530 207-443-1316
lent@maritimeme.org
www.mainemaritimemuseum.org
Free admission to MLA members

Maine Lobster Marketing
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101
207-541-9310
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

ELECTRONICS
Deckhand Elctronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Midcoast Marine Electronics
129 Lakeview Dr.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-594-3993
info@midcoastmarine.biz
www.midcoastmarine.com
10% off list price on all marine
electronic products, excluding MRP
products
Navtronics, LLC
15 Hannaford Dr
York, ME 03909
207-363-1150
accounting@navtronics.com
www.navtronics.com
5% off purchases for MLA members
FINANCIAL &
INVESTMENT
Farm Credit East
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210
800-831-4230
www.farmcrediteast.com
FISHING, MARINE AND
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES
Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
info@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fishermen
North Atlantic Power Products
15 Continental Drive
Exeter, NH 03833
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
10% off on parts and service

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op
275 Island Rd.
S. Thomaston, ME 04858
207-594-8029
shfcoop@gmail.com
Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com
Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

INSURANCE

MARINE ENGINES

Smithwick & Marriners Insurance
366 US Route 1
Falmouth , ME 04105
207-781-5553/800-370-1883
scott@smithwick-ins.com
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA
members. Additional 5% discount
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing
Vessel Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.

Cummins
Ryan Oliver
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Varney Agency Inc.
Michael Hennessey
PO Box 117
Machias, ME 04654
207-949-2034
mhennessey@varneyagency.com
LEGAL SERVICES
Law Offices of Crystal Tarjick
PO Box 11
Port Clyde, ME 04855
207-691-2633
crystal@ctmelaw.com
10% off on all legal serives to MLA
members.
LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL
Atlantic Edge Lobster
71 Atlantic Ave.
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538
207-633-2300
aeli@myfairpoint.net
Fuel discount for MLA members
Atwood Lobster
Travis Thompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermens Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646
207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

RESTAURANTS
Barnacle Billy’s Inc.
PO Box 837,
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com
The Clam Shack
PO Box 6200
Kennebunkport, ME 04046
207-967-3321
steve@theclamshack.net
www.theclamshack.net
SAFETY TRAINING & EQUIPMENT
Liferaft Services, LLC
15 Hannaford Drive
York, ME 03909
207-363-0220
dgreer@survivalatsea.com
5% off liferaft repack with proof of
MLA membership. Discount can be
combined with other promotions.

Milton Cat
101 Quarry Dr
Milford, MA 01757
508-634-5503
kevin_hampson@miltoncat.com
www.miltoncat.com
PROPELLERS
Nautilus Marine Fabrication
13 Industrial Way
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-1119
nautilusmarine@roadrunner.com
www.nautilus-marine.com
5% discount on propeller reconditioning
REFRIGERATION SERVICES
Applied Refrigeration Services
7C Commons Ave.
Windham, ME 04062
207-893-0145
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off new installations.

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK
SUPPLIES
Brooks Trap Mill
211 Beechwood St
Thomaston, ME 04861
207-354-8763
stephen@brookstrapmill.com
www.brookstrapmill.com
Friendship Trap Company
570 Cushing Rd.
Friendship, ME 04547
207-354-2545/800-451-1200
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com
www.friendshiptrap.com
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Locations in South Portland &
Pemaquid
207-730-5531; 207-677-0228
searosetrap@gmail.com
www.searosetrap.com
5% off list price on traps to MLA
members

Many thanks
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Acadia Seaplants LLC

Inland Seafood

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust Interstate Lobster Co.
Beals-Jonesport Coop Inc. Island Fishing Gear &
Auto Parts
Beals Lobster Pier

New England Marine &
Industrial Inc.
New England Propeller
Northeast Marine Survey

Bell Power Systems Inc. Island Fishermen’s Wives Novatec Braids LTD
Old School Pig Bait
Island Seafood LLC
Bowdoin College

D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Dining Services

Joe’s Rope and Buoys

Pack Edge

Chapman & Chapman

John’s Bay Boat Co.

Chase Leavitt

Journey’s End Marina

Penobscot Bay & River
Pilots Assn.

Little Bay Lobster Inc.
158 Shattuck Way
Newington, NH 03801
603-431-3170
kellis@littlebaylobster.com
www.littlebaylobster.com

Coastal Documentation II Kip’s Seafood

Pete’s Marine Electronics

Conary Cove Lobster Co. Lobster Trap Co.

Polyform US

Cousins Maine Lobster

Port Clyde Fishermen’s
Cooperative

Maine Camp Outfitters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd
Sunset, ME 04683
800-560-6090
melissa@maine-camp.com
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off apparel and promotional
product orders.

Maine Coast LLC
15 Hannaford Drive, Unit 2
York, ME 03909
207-363-0876

Cushing Diesel, LLC.

HYDRAULICS

RDR Lobster & Shellfish LLC
1077 Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605
207-667-2250
rpdoane@yahoo.com

Rope Razor
3628 Turner Ridge Rd.
Somerville, ME 04348
207-549-7204
plantes@buoysticks.com
www.buoysticks.com
GIFTS

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86
Seabrook, NH 03874
603-474-1914
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com
10% discount on all in-stock items for
MLA members.

Maine Ocean Lobster
Kevin Adams
31 Badgers Island West
Kittery, ME 03904
207-229-0335

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357
207-737-4800
johnny@shucksmaine.com

Lonnie’s Hydraulic Inc.

&UD]\/REVWHU 6KHOO¿VK Luke’s Lobster
Machias Savings Bank

Port Lobster Co.

Purseline Bait
Maine Center for Coastal
Riverdale Mills
F.A. Peabody Insurance Fisheries
Maine Financial Group South Bristol FisherFarrin’s Boatshop
men’s Cooperative
Finestkind Scenic Cruises Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
Superior Marine Products
First National Bank
Maine Port Authority
Tenants Harbor
F. W. Thurston Co. Inc.
Fishermen’s Cooperative
Maine Sea Grant
Georgetown Fishermen’s
Vinalhaven Fishermen’s
Maine Salt Co.
Cooperative
Cooperative
Marine Hydraulic EngiGrundens
:LOOLDP&R൶Q 6RQV
neering Co. Inc.
Gulf of Maine Lobster
0F0LOODQ2൵VKRUH6XU- Williams CPA Group LLC
Foundation
Winter Harbor Fishervival Training
Guy Cotten, Inc.
Midcoast Marine Supply men’s Cooperative
Infab Refractories Inc.
Worcesters Lobster Bait
Downeast Boat Co.
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AT THE FORUM: OFFSHORE WIND POWER MAY BE PART OF THE
GULF’S FUTURE
By Melissa Waterman
What effect will the multiplying wind power proposals proliferating in New
England have on commercial fisheries? The answer appears to be “We don’t
really know” to judge by the presentations at the all-day Wind Power Seminar
held at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in early March.
The Gulf of Maine has not yet seen any proposals for wind energy development
in federal waters but, said many of the speakers, there will surely be several in
the future. Currently only the University of Maine’s Aqua Ventus project is moving forward in Maine’s state waters off Monhegan Island.
Where we are now
Melissa Winne, energy policy analysist in the Governor’s Energy Office started
the seminar with an overview of Governor Janet Mills’ policy on renewable energy. Mills called for a 45% reduction in carbon emissions by 2030 and an 80%
reduction by 2050. The Governor has set a goal of carbon neutrality in the state
by 2045. The state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) has been set at 80% by
2030 and 100% by 2050, a marked increase from the previous 40%.
Where will all that non-carbon-emitting energy come from? Some will come
from wind power and some of that wind power will come from offshore. Gov.
Mills set up the Maine Offshore Wind Initiative in June 2019 to focus on renewable wind energy. The goal of the task force is to find a way to balance competing uses in state waters and to provide information to the federal Bureau of
Offshore Energy Management (BOEM), which oversees offshore lease sales.
As requested by New Hampshire Governor Christopher Sununu, BOEM convened its own regional Gulf of Maine Wind Energy Task Force in December
2019, to facilitate coordination and consultation between BOEM and the states
of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine related to renewable energy
planning activities in the Gulf of Maine.
The need to share information among state and federal agencies was a common
topic among the forum speakers. Jon Hare from the Northeast Fisheries Science
Center in Woods Hole called for collaborative efforts to generate data on the effects offshore wind turbines may have on species distribution, habitat and other factors throughout construction and operation. He noted that by 2030 there
may be as many as 1600 fixed foundation wind turbines under construction or

operating in offshore waters
from North Carolina to Cape
Cod. Fifteen major projects
are slated for construction
between now and 2027, according to BOEM. “What are
the effects on fisheries and
wildlife and the ecosystems
at multiple layers during the
stages of construction, operation and de-commissioning?” he asked.

Assembling and constructing offshore

John King from the University
wind turbines could be the base of a new
of Rhode Island spoke about
industry in Maine. The question remains
the current lack of knowlhow to balance this new use with existing
edge about the effects wind
ones. Photo courtesy of Maine Aqua
turbines and underwater
Ventus.
electricity cables have on
marine species. “There’s been
some work on the electromagnetic effects on lobsters and skates,” he said, “but what of the effect of the
plumes generated by the turbines in the air and in the sea?” The challenge is
answering questions such as these at the same time that the wind development
is occurring. “The pace and scale is fast and big,” he said.
How the lease process works
Brian Hooker, a marine biologist at BOEM, pointed out that there are a lot of
offshore wind projects in the works. Currently in the United States fifteen offshore leases have been approved by BOEM. Eight site assessment plans have
been approved and six construction and operation plans are currently under
review, with an additional four to six similar plans to be submitted this year.
The lease process for an offshore wind project is a lengthy one, he noted, comprising specific planning and analysis, leasing, site assessment, and construction and operation stages. Within those stages are five specific times for public
comment but the BOEM Gulf of Maine Wind Task Force offers an important
avenue for fishermen to get their perspectives heard throughout. “The Task
Force is an opportunity to pre-select areas before a developer asks for approval
to build a project,” he said.
What is Maine’s role

News & Comment for and by the Fishermen of Maine

Independent Journalism
ESTABLISHED IN 1995 AS THE ONLY NEWSPAPER
VOICE OF THE MAINE LOBSTER FISHING INDUSTRY

NEW ENGLAND’S
MOST READ
Relevant Fisheries News
by Professional Journalists
NOW More Than Ever
The Fishing Industry Needs
In Depth, Quality, REAL NEWS
Monthly, 18,000 readers
from Eastport, Maine
to Cape Cod.

207-963-7195

“It’s What Fishermen Read”
www.FishermensVoice.com

In Maine two major state laws — Site Review and the Natural Resources
Protection Act (NRPA) — govern projects in state waters, explained Nick
Livesay from the Bureau of Land Resources in the Department of Environmental
Protection. The Site Law requires a permit for projects of greater than 20 acres
that have statewide or regional significance. That applies to offshore wind projects of greater than 3 MW.
The standards that must be met to receive a permit include no adverse effect to
existing uses which, in the case of offshore wind, includes commercial fisheries.
Under NRPA, a permit is required for activities that impact natural resources
regardless of the project’s size. To receive a permit, the project must not unreasonably interfere with or harm recreational or navigational uses, among other
standards. DEP does permit wind power demonstration projects in state waters if the project has no more than two turbines and whose purpose is to test
wind power technology. “This streamlines permitting,” Livesay said.
Another route for review by the state is through Maine’s Coastal Zone
Management Plan. Any project proposed in federal waters must show consistency with the adjacent states’ Coastal Zone Management Plan. In Maine, this
“consistency review” is conducted within the Department of Marine Resources.
Maine will be the first state in the nation to feature a floating wind turbine
when the Maine Aqua Ventus project is completed. Jake Ward, Vice president
for Innovation and Economic Development at the University of Maine, highlighted changes to the project, which had been on hold for several years. In
place of the original proposal to build two 3-MW wind turbines, the project
plan has evolved to construct one, larger turbine capable of producing 10 MW
of electrical power.
The turbine will be made of pre-cast segmented concrete, similar to that used
in the Penobscot Narrows Bridge, and will be constructed in Maine. The floating structure will be attached to the seafloor with plow anchors and attached
by up to 3000 feet of chain. The base diameter of the 10 MW turbine will be
311 feet and column diameter will be 37 feet. The turbine will be assembled in
Searsport and towed to its site off Monhegan.
In late 2019, the state’s Public Utilities Commission approved a 20-year power
purchase agreement with Maine Aqua Ventus, the turbine’s parent company.
“We are finalizing the new design and then will re-start the permitting process,”
Ward explained. “The goal is to develop technology that will convert wind to
energy and that survives in the Gulf of Maine.”
Continued on page 19
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AT THE FORUM: NOAA OFFICIALS ANSWER TOUGH QUESTIONS
ABOUT WHALE PLAN
By Melissa Waterman

when it assumed that lobster gear was the sole source of harm to right whales
from human activities. “The New England lobster fishery is the only one targeted by NOAA to do something. Management must be based on sound science,
not assumption,” she said.
The Take Reduction Team focused on lobster fishing initially, responded
Pentony, because it is the predominant fixed gear in New England. When
NMFS’s Biological Opinion is released (in July), it will take into account all fixed
gear. He also acknowledged that serious injury and mortality events have occurred in Canadian waters in the past few years but, “It is not within our control to make Canada take action. The hole gets bigger whenever deaths occur,
period.”
Phil Torrey, a Winter Harbor lobsterman, spoke for many when he expressed
deep frustration with NMFS’ approach. “We’ve done everything we were asked
to do. When they were having more babies, all was good. If you show us we’re
killing them, we’d do whatever you asked of us. But they are dying in Canada.
We just don’t see that the whales are dying because of us Maine fishermen.”

From left to right, John Quinn, NEFMC, Jon Hare, NEFSC, Michael
Pentony, NMFS, Cisco Werner, NOAA Fisheries, Chris Oliver, NOAA
Fisheries. Photo by M. Young.

McCarron echoed Torrey’s words. “The impacts of what happens in Canada
directly affects us here. NOAA leadership should be concerned. Whales
are dying and they are dying there. We are left picking up the pieces.”

A panel of five officials from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration spoke to and answered questions from a largely polite audience of lobstermen and others at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum in March.
Chris Oliver, the head of NOAA Fisheries based in Washington, D.C., stated the
obvious when he said, “A lot of people are not terribly thrilled with the proposed 60% risk reduction target. Many are not happy with DMR’s (Department
of Marine Resources) plan either.”
He said he was frustrated over how the media reported on NOAA’s response to
the DMR’s proposed whale plan. He emphasized that the NOAA Fisheries did

“We’ve done everything we were asked to do.
When they were having more babies, all was
good. If you show us we’re killing them, we’d do
whatever you asked of us. But they are dying in
Canada. We just don’t see that the whales are
dying because of us Maine fishermen.”
not reject DMR’s proposed plan to protect right whales from mortality or serious injury but rather pointed out to DMR that the plan fell short of NOAA’s 60%
risk reduction goal. To achieve that goal, Maine’s plan will be evaluated with
the plans from Massachusetts and other states. “I’m sorry my letter to [Maine
Department of Marine Resources] Commissioner Keliher was read as a rejection because it wasn’t,” said Michael Pentony, Regional Administrator for the
Greater Atlantic Region Fisheries Office, who sat next to Oliver.
Oliver reiterated that the vast majority of fishing gear in New England waters
at the moment is lobster gear and that is why the lobster fishery is being asked
to reduce vertical lines. He also stated that the agency is talking with counterparts in Canada, urging them to do more to protect right whales when in
Canadian waters. “Canada is making a number of promising efforts,” he said,
referring to mandatory gear marking requirements and dynamic area closure
programs recently announced.
Lobstermen and others questioned elements of the agency’s right whale plan,
specifically the 60% risk reduction target. Pentony said that if the plans offered
by Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island do not achieve
that percentage, NMFS will look at offshore fishing areas to make up the difference.
Kristan Porter, president of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA), pointed out that NMSF’s decision support tool, a computer model which is being
developed to evaluate the percent risk reduction of actions proposed within
each state’s whale plan, received a scathing report from the peer review panel. Given the high uncertainty of the tool’s output, he questioned how such a
model could accurately measure the risk reduction of proposed management
measures.
“The purpose of a peer review is to criticize,” responded Jon Hare, Science and
Research Director of the Northeast Fisheries Science Center. “The peer review
report agreed with the general approach and suggested improvements. We are
doing the short-term improvements now and will work on the longer term.” He
added that the computer model will inform the agency’s decision, not make
the decision itself.
Patrice McCarron, MLA executive director, said that NMFS made a mistake

It was a standing room crowd at the NOAA panel discussion.
Photo by M. Young
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AT THE FORUM: MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING COLLABORATIVE
UPDATE TO LOBSTERMEN
By Melissa Waterman
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) gave its annual report on
activities to industry members at the Maine Fishermen’s Forum. MLMC executive director Marianne Lacroix opened the session by introducing the MLMC’s
new board chair, Brian Langley, former state legislator and representative
to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission and owner of the Union
Lobster Pot restaurant in Ellsworth. Several new members were appointed to
the MLMC board late in 2019 (see sidebar).
Lacroix spoke about the MLMC’s current efforts to “premiumize” Maine lobster. The intent is to differentiate Maine lobster from other lobster in the marketplace by emphasizing its origin, sweet flavor and seasonality. The MLMC is
concentrating on boosting domestic demand for Maine lobster and has diversified from its primary audience – chefs and consumers – to the food supply
network, which includes distributors, restaurant chains and others.
“This year we are emphasizing promotions, partnerships and protection,”
Lacroix said. To further promote Maine lobster, the MLMC has set up an advisory council of people working within the supply chain who will provide insights on the consumption of Maine lobster. A new “Buyer’s Guide to Maine
Lobster” will be published soon to help food suppliers understand more about
the state’s lobster. The MLMC will also expand its webinar programs on lobster
and video and digital content on its web site for the food supply network.
For chefs and consumers, a new Maine Lobster Hotline is scheduled to debut
in July. The one-day Hotline will feature a panel of experts who will answer any
questions about the Maine lobster fishery and lobster in concert with a partnering grocery store chain. In September, Sweet Maine Lobster Butter is scheduled to be introduced to the public, highlighting different ways to use lobster.
Allyson Hoar, a public relations specialist from MLMC’s PR firm Weber
Shandwick, spoke about the partnership element of this year’s planned activities. The MLMC will work with partners who can highlight Maine lobster’s
special qualities and who can reach a quantity of people. Such partners will
include food service companies, wholesale food distributors and retail or grocery chains.
The MLMC will devote a larger portion of its budget this year to protecting
the Maine lobster brand, Lacroix said. “We want to prepare for what might

be coming, whether it’s coronavirus, tariffs or lower landings,” she said. A new
video on the sustainability of the lobster fishery was released during the Forum
featuring lobsterman, Sonny Beal of Beals Island, and DMR senior lobster biologist Kathleen Reardon.
The MLMC has been aggressively monitoring media coverage and content on
social media sites regarding the Maine lobster industry and right whales. “Most
of the coverage is local, not national,” she said. To protect Maine lobster’s brand
reputation, the MLMC has created a dedicated web page on the fishery and
right whales (https://rightwhalesandmainelobster.com/), produced two videos on the Maine lobster fishery, proactively engaged with media in all forms,
and produced social media stories to use on Facebook and other sites.
MLMC plans to host a Call to Action web tool to help generate letters to NOAA
and others involved in the whale issue. The MLMC will generate op-ed pieces
to address misleading claims and is working to place these pieces in national
publications and outlets read by policy makers to emphasize Maine’s proactive
stance to protect whales.
“We plan to be flexible to react to conditions as they change throughout the
year,” Lacroix said.

MLMC Board of Directors 2020
Harvester Representatives

Public Seats

Bruce Fernald, Islesford
Sonny Beal, Beals Island
Katie Werner, Cape Elizabeth
Dustin Delano, Friendship

Chair, Brian Langley, Union River
Lobster Pot restaurant
Maile Buker, Hannaford
Supermarkets

Dealer/processor
Representatives

Other

Ben Conniff, Luke’s Lobster
Tom Adams, Maine Coast
Annie Tselikis, Maine Lobster
Dealers Association

Pat Keliher, Commissioner, Dept.
of Marine Resources
Jeff Bennett, Maine International
Trade Center
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MAINE FISHERMEN’S 2020 FORUM SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Twenty-seven young people received scholarships from the Maine Fishermen’s Forum this year, totaling $60,000. This was made possible by proceeds from the
2020 Live and Silent Auctions totaling $18,901 and several dedicated scholarships. In honor of its 45th anniversary, the Forum Board presented a special award of
$4,500, an anonymous fisherman made a generous $12,000 donation, and Dave Garbo, founder of Garbo Lobster in Connecticut, donated $15,000 in honor of his
associates in Maine.

$6,000 Winners (2) from Anonymous Fisherman’s Donation of $12,000
Joseph Graziano, Mason Oliver

$4,500 Winner from Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board in honor of
$45th Anniversary
Dorothy Ann LeMoine

$3,000 Winners from Dave Garbo’s Donation of $15,000
Ashley Eugley, River Fenton, Sydney Hall, Lillian Sherburne, Emma
Wallace

$1500 Winners from Maine Fishermen’s Forum
Christopher Bates
Jacob Boyce
Jacob Brewer
Abigail Brewer
Makenna Brooks
Kylie Caramihalis
James Carroll
Eliot Erickson
Ava Gaulkin
Marina Ann Godin

Matthew Harris
William Kelly
Elliott Nevells
Katrina Osgood
Emma Simmons
Rosalie Varian
Basel White
Hailey Wood
Madelyn Young

The Fishermen’s Forum Thursday
silent auction and Friday night live
auction once again raised a considerable amount of money for the
Forum’s scholarship fund, more than
$18,000 in total. M. Young photo.

DMR Science continued from page 1

DMR also undertook an at-sea survey of lobster larvae along the coast last year,
which will continue this year. Nets are towed through the top several feet of
ocean surface to determine the abundance of lobster larvae, changes in abundance over the summer months, and size of larvae found. “The sites [of the
tows] were last surveyed twenty or thirty years ago,” Waller said. “We want to
do a comparison.”
Other DMR lobster surveys show results similar to past years. The department’s
ventless trap survey, which gives data on sub-legal lobsters, was similarly positive to previous years to the east and west. From Friendship to Schoodic, however, the number of sub-legals was down, similar to figures prior to 2011.
DMR’s commercial sea sampling program showed that the amount of sub-legal
lobsters remains higher when compared to historic levels. The number of sublegal lobsters dropped in zone B, C and E. In other zones the numbers were up
or similar to 2018.
DMR’s trawl survey, which takes place in May and October each year, provides
data on all marine species found in Maine waters. In 2018 there was a decrease
in the number of lobsters caught during the fall survey. However, said Reardon,
the average number of lobsters caught in the deeper water, greater than 35
fathoms, during the fall survey has gone up. “The average catch fluctuates,”
she added. “In Penobscot Bay, the average catch is up. In Mt. Desert area, the
average catch peaked in 2015 and has been down since then. In Downeast, it
peaked in 2016.”
Settlement of young lobster appears to have broadened, according to Wahle.
In 2016 his project began to sample in deeper water than could be accessed by
divers. The data indicate higher settlement in deep water, particularly off the

A very young lobster. Image courtesy of J. Waller.
Downeast coast. “Deeper water settlement mirrors the thermocline,” Wahle
explained. A thermocline is a steep temperature gradient in a body of water.
In Maine, this is typically a cold layer of water on bottom with a warmer layer
at the surface. “There’s not much of a thermocline in Downeast water and so
habitat expansion has been slight.” In the area west of Penobscot Bay, habitat
expansion into deeper, formerly cooler water, has been more significant.

Aqua Ventus continued from page 16

Advocating for fishermen
In 2019 the Responsible Offshore Development Alliance (RODA), a group of
fishing industry associations and companies, signed a ten-year Memorandum
of Understanding with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and
BOEM to collaborate on the science and process of offshore wind development
along the Atlantic Outer Continental Shelf.
“The wind developers were going on a divide-and-conquer mode and fishermen realized they needed to speak with one voice. After a year and a half we
have about 150 members now and are expanding to the West coast,” said Annie
Hawkins, RODA executive director.
The Alliance has advocated for fishermen on issues such as the layout of turbines, the size of transit lanes, and other subjects. “Our aim is to not constantly
be in a reactive state but to find ways to coexist in a meaningful way,” she said.
Recently RODA helped create another group, the Responsible Offshore Science
Alliance (ROSA). ROSA’s goal is to advance regional research and monitoring
of fisheries and offshore wind interactions in federal waters. The organization
recently hired its first executive director.
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MAINE’S SMALL HARBORS:
By Melissa Waterman
There are deep roots in the community of Winter Harbor. The small town, once
part of Gouldsboro, has been a haven for fishermen since European settlers
first ventured into the area, in part because its large inner harbor typically does
not freeze over in the winter months. Over time those who were successful
as fishermen made homes for themselves and
their children in the tiny Downeast town. The
names of fishing families like Torrey, Knowles,
and Backman can be found in the town’s earliest documents and in the phone book today.

Winter Harbor

Grindstone Avenue running the length of the peninsula. Within the first year
nearly 30 large summer cottages were built or under construction. Soon an
oceanfront clubhouse and casino were constructed, followed by the Grindstone
Inn and the Grindstone Neck Golf Course. The inn burned in 1956, but the clubhouse, church and golf course remain.
The influx of wealthy summer residents and
the related construction boom increased
Winter Harbor’s population and brought new
forms of employment to the town. The new residents required skills not typically associated
with a working fishing and lumber port, such
as carpentry, property maintenance and other services. Its growing population prompted
Winter Harbor to separate from Gouldsboro
and incorporate as a town in 1896.

Winter Harbor was settled in 1762 as a plantation originally known by the unenticing name
“Musquito Harbor.” It was renamed Winter
Harbor in 1854 as it became a fishing community as well as a shipping port for lumber
products. In 1856, the Coast Guard constructed the Winter Harbor Light on Mark Island to
guide vessels to the harbor through the ledgestrewn waters of Frenchman’s Bay. The lighthouse was manned by lighthouse keepers and
families until 1933.

Another feature of Winter Harbor was its
Naval Radio Station. The station, situated on
Schoodic Point east of the harbor, came about
due to another wealthy summer visitor, John
East Main St. in Winter Harbor, circa 1920. Image courtesy D. Rockefeller Jr. Rockefeller petitioned the
of Maine Memory Network.
federal government to move the Otter Cliffs
Naval Radio Station on Mt. Desert to land he
Lumber, cod fish and herring kept Winter Harbor a sturdy but not particularly
had donated in Winter Harbor. Moving the Radio Station would allow construcprosperous community during the 1800s. It wasn’t until the latter part of the
tion of Acadia National Park’s motorcar loop road, a key element in Rockefeller’s
century that Winter Harbor’s economy began to change when wealthy “rustivision of the Park. The government finally agreed to the change, and the Naval
cators” from mainland Philadelphia found their way to the small town.
Security Group Activity Winter Harbor began operating in 1935. It was a critical
radio station during World War II and was eventually decommissioned in 2001.
A small hotel, the Hotel Hanover, was built in 1860. More than two decades
The 100-acre site then reverted back to the National Park Service.
later native Edward J. Hammond, founder of Hammond Lumber, started thinking big about his home town. The wealthy were flocking to nearby Mt. Desert
Island; why not to Winter Harbor as well? With two Boston partners he built
the 150-room Beacon Hotel in 1887, as well as a casino near the Town Dock.
Hammond went on to provide the land and materials for construction of
Winter Harbor’s Town Hall in 1904, now known as Hammond Hall.
In 1889 the Gouldsboro Land Improvement Company purchased 300 acres of
farmland on Grindstone Neck to construct a summer colony. The Company
hired Nathan Franklin Barrett to design a subdivision. He planned for 198 cottage lots of one acre or larger and arranged the lots along parallel roads, with
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The College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor worked with Maine Sea Grant to conduct an oral history project in Winter Harbor in 2017. Stories, memories, and
perspectives of local fishermen and families and other community members
were captured in a geographically-referenced web site available through the
Winter Harbor Historical Society and at https://coagis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/
MapSeries/index.html?appid=aa33cbfd131540efb5bfe1ad4dd23dae.

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS
Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: marinHhydUDXOLFHQJLQHHULQJFRP

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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DMR AQUACULTURE LEASE APPLICATIONS FOR MARCH (as of 3/24/2020)
Applicant

Site

Town

Size

Product

Lease type

Duration Status

Experimental Lease Applications
Mardsen Brewer

Sellers Rock, E Penobscot Bay

Deer Isle

4 acres

Scallops

Experimental

3 yrs

Comment Period closed 1/18/20

Robert Brewer

Sellers Rock, E Penobscot Bay

Deer Isle

4 acres

Scallops

Experimental

3 yrs

Comment Period closed 2/1/20

Keith Butterfield

E of Little Moshier Isl

Yarmouth

4 acres

Oysters

Experimental

3 yrs

Lease Granted 2/14/20

Deep Blue Aquaculture

W of Hog Isl, Penobscot bay

Deer Isle

3.86 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Comment Period closes 3/28/20

Downeast Institute

Near Mud Hole Pt, Estrn Bay, Mud Hole Cove Beals

4 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Public Hearing Held 2/4/20

Victor Doyle

E of Barlett Isl, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

1 acre

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed

Timothy Ehle & Issac Lash

NE of Cranberry Island, Muscungus Bay

Friendship

3.85 acres

sugar kelp

Experimental

3 yrs

Lease Granted 3/11/20

Hermit Island Oyster Co., LLC Hermit Isl, Small Pt Hrbr, New Meadows Rvr Phippsburg

0.76 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Comment Period Ended 1/17/20

Keith & Ryan Miller

W of Norton isl, Wheeler Bay

St. George

4.00 acres

Marine Algae

Experimental

3 yrs

Lease Granted 1/28/20

Keith Miller & Ben Stendel

W of Elwell Isl, Wheeler Bay

St. George

4.00 acres

Marine Algae

Experimental

3 yrs

Lease Granted 1/28/20

George & Lucas Morrill

N/NE of Tommy Isl, Penobscot Bay

So Thomaston

4 acres

Marine Algae

Experimental

3 yrs

Site Review Complete 2/21/20

George & Lucas Morrill

NW of Muscle Ridge channel, Penob. Bay

So Thomaston

4 acres

Marine Algae

Experimental

3 yrs

Site Review Complete 3/2/20

Mussel Bound Inc.

Barlett Narrows, Blue Hill Bay

Mount Desert

3.55 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed as of 11/1/19

Mussel Bound Inc.

N of Thomas Isl. Frenchman Bay

Bar Harbor

3.58 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Comment Period Ended 8/24/19

Norumbega Oyster Inc.

S of Merry Isl, Damariscotta River

Edgecomb

3.93 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Withdrawn 3/18/20

Saltwind Seafarm LLC

opp side Demis Bar, Nonesuch River

Scarborough

3.15 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Comments due 4 pm 4/5/20

Sea Run Fisheries & Habitat

E of Western Head & Li’l Rvr Isl, Cutler Hrbr Cutler

4 acres

Finfish

Experimental

3 years

Comments due 4 pm 4/3/20

Sea Stuff, LLC

N of Li’l Chebeague, W of Indian Pt

Chebeague Isl

3.9 acres

Marine Algae

Experimental

3 yrs

Public Hearing held 11/6/19

Jeffrey Schroeder

Broad Cove, St George River

Cushing

4 acres

Shellfish

Experimental

3 yrs

Comments closed 2/15/20

Stephen Train

SW of L’il Chebeague Isl, Casco Bay

Long Island

4 acres

Marine Algae

Experimental

3 yrs

Lease Granted 2/3/20

Marsh Cove

North Haven

15 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Scoping Session - Postponed as of 3/16/20

Black Stone Point Oysters LLC Damariscotta River

Damariscotta

12.98 acres Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Public Hearing: POSTPONED

Acadia Aqua Farms LLC

Googins Ledge, Frenchman Bay

Bar Harbor

48 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Under Site Review as of 2/26/20

Walter Coffin

SW of Indian Head, Recompense

Freeport

16 acres

Oysters

Standard

20 yrs

Public Hearing Held 1/27/20

Community Shellfish Co., LLC W of Oar Isl & N of Hog Isl, Medomak River Bremen

4.19 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed as of 3/19/20

Christopher Dickenson

800 ft SW Hog Island, Damariscotta River Damariscotta

1 acre

Shellfish

Standard

20

Site Review pending as of 10/1/19

Peter W Fransisco

E of Middle Ground, New Meadows River

West bath

5.5 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Public Hearing scheduled for 3/10/20

Frenchman Bay Oyster Co.

W & S of Ingalls Isl. Sullivan Harbor

Sorrento

5.85 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/17/19

Glidden Point Oyster Co.

West shore, S of Jacks Pt, Damariscotta River Newcastle

5.5 acres

Shellfish

Standard

10 yrs

Public Hearing Postponed 3/20/20

Harraseeket Oyster Co.

S of Bowman Isl & Stockbridge Pt, Casco BayFreeport

7 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 12/11/19

Standard Lease Applications
Maine Island Aquaculture

High Tide Shellfish Farm, LLC E of Stage Isl, Stage Island Bay

Georgetown

2.06 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Lease Granted 1/3/20

Timothy Johnson

E of Crow Isl, Middle Bay

Harpswell

2.67 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Comments due 4 pm 1/27/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

SE of Winslow Park, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.78 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 1/13/20

Love Point Oysters, LLC

S of Crab island, Casco Bay

Freeport

4.15 acres

Oysters

Standard

20 yrs

Site review Pending as of 2/20/20

Maine Ocean Farms, LLC

E of Wolfe’s Neck, Recompense Cove

Freeport

9.88 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 12/13/19

Maine Source Seafood

E of Lane’s Isl, Casco Bay

Yarmouth

3.48 acres

Oysters

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review Pending as of 1/12/19

Amanda Moeser

S of Lanes Isl, Inner Casco Bay

Yarmouth

9 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 9/30/19

Mook Sea Farms Inc.

S of Wiley Pt & N of Fitch Pt, Damaris. River South Bristol

3 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 9/9/19

Shearwater Ventures LLC

E of Li’l Chebeague, Casco Bay: Long Island Chebeague Isl

3.79 acres

Marine Algae

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 10/7/19

Spinney Creek Shellfish, Inc.

NW of Rt 95 Bridge, Spinney Creek

2.75 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review complete 3/18/20

Summit Point LLC

S of Basket Island, Casco Bay: Long Island Chebeague Isl

100 acres

Marine Algae

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Summit Point LLC

NE of Clapboard Isl, Casco Bay; Falmouth Cumberland

100 acres

Marine Algae

Standard

20 yrs

Site Review pending as of 12/2/19

Eliot

Taunton Bay Oyster Co, Inc.

SE of Cedar pt, Taunton Bay

13.91 acres Oysters

Standard

20 yrs

Lease Granted 3/11/20

Western Bay Oyster Co.

off Old House Cove, Western Bay, Spruce PtBar Harbor

Hancock

3.36 acres

Shellfish

Standard

20 yrs

Public hearing Postponed 3/20/20

Wolfe Neck Oyster Co. LLC

SE of Lanes Island, Casco Bay

8 acres

Shellfish

Standard

10 yrs

Site Review pending as of 11/15/20

Yarmouth

For more information, visit Maine DMR website at: https://www.maine.gov/dmr/aquaculture/index.html. Subscribe to DMR updates on aquaculture leases: www.maine.
gov/dmr; scroll to bottom of page, under “Connect with Us”, click on “subscribe to email/text notifications”
Standard Lease: term is up to 20 years; size is up to 100 acres; renewable
Experimental Lease: term is up to 3 years, size is up to 4 acres; non-renewable
Limited-purpose aquaculture license (LPA): term is annual, size is up to 400 square feet; renewable

Department of Marine Resources aquaculture permit process
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In the
NEWS
ACOUSTIC MONITORS TRACK WHALES UNDERSEA
Two passive sound collection programs are underway in the Gulf of Maine to
help researchers with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution learn more about North Atlantic
right whales. Using this data, boats can be notified of any whales in the area
and can slow down in response to avoid collisions and help protect the whales.
One program will use fixed microphones mounted on the bottom of the ocean
floor and will be periodically checked for audio data collection. The other program will use underwater gliders to record acoustic information and report
back to researchers in near real time on the location of whales.
NEW CANADIAN REGULATIONS ANNOUNCED TO PROTECT
RIGHT WHALES
Canada announced new regulations to protect the endangered North Atlantic
right whale. From April to November, the federal Department of Fisheries and
Oceans Canada will close fishing in areas of the Gulf of St. Lawrence where
whales are gathering in large numbers. If whales are detected in an area of the
Gulf more than once during a 15-day period, that fishing zone will be closed for
fishing until the end of the season on November 15. Previously, the zone would
be re-opened after 15 days. Temporary fishing closures will also expand into
the Bay of Fundy. Transport Canada called for a voluntary speed limit in the
Cabot Strait as a part of its plan to protect the whales, which pass around Cape
Breton on their way to the Gulf of St. Lawrence. First announced in February,
the voluntary speed limit asks vessels over 13 meters to slow down to 10 knots
in a portion of the Cabot Strait between April 28 and June 15, and between
October 1 and November 15.
These measures are in additional to new gear marking requirements for
Canada’s fixed gear fisheries, effective for the 2020 fishing season. At a minimum, gear marking will be required at the top, middle and bottom of the vertical line or every 27.4m (15 fathom) throughout the length of the rope. Each
strand marking must be a minimum of 15cm (6 inches) in length. Up to 3 colors
are required to identify the region fished (color 1), the species fished (color 2)

and the fishing area (color 3). For example, the Gulf region will be marked with
blue (color 1), the snow crab fishery orange and lobster fishery yellow (color 2),
LFA 24 is green and LFA 26A is white (color 3). Colors 1 and 2 will be wove into
the rope at the same location, while color 3 (representing your fishing area)
will be added to a subsequent segment of rope immediately after the segment
of rope with the first two colors.
NMFS STUDYING FISH TO FORECAST EFFECTS OF WIND
TURBINES
A three-year study of cod and other commercial fish species is underway
around New England offshore wind energy sites, part of a National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) project to better understand how proposed turbine
arrays will affect the environment and fisheries. With universities and other
partners, NMFS deployed a Slocum electric glider, a type of autonomous underwater vehicle that has proven highly successful in long-term oceanographic
studies. The glider’s instrument payload includes a hydrophone to detect the
sounds of whales and of fish spawning, and an acoustic telemetry receiver to
pick up signals from fish that have been captured and released with acoustic
tags to track their movements.
WAITING LIST BILL (LD 28) PUT ON HOLD TO GATHER MORE
INFORMATION
LD 28 An Act Regarding Access to Lobster Licenses proposed to allow anyone
who has completed the lobster apprentice program and been on the waiting
list for 10 years to receive a lobster license. The bill was first introduced in 2019
and carried over to 2020 in order to consider consequences of pending federal
whale rules on the lobster industry. Governor Mills signed into law an amended version of this bill that creates a Resolve directing the DMR to report back to
the Legislature in 2021 on the biological status of the lobster fishery, status of
exit/entry ratios by lobster zone, latency of lobster licenses and trap tags, and
revisit the findings of the limited entry report prepared by the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute in 2012.
NEW BEDFORD, STONINGTON REMAIN IN LIST OF 2018 TOP
PORTS
New Bedford, Massachusetts, once again was ranked the most valuable port
in the country, according to NOAA’s U.S. Fisheries 2018 report. That makes the
19th year at the top for New Bedford.
U.S. fishermen landed 9.4 billion pounds of fish valued at $5.6 billion at ports
around the nation. New Bedford and Dutch Harbor, Alaska, continue in the list
of top ports based on landings of sea scallops in Massachusetts and pollock in
Alaska.
Top ports by value in the New England/Mid-Atlantic region include Cape May/
Wildwood, New Jersey ($66 million), Point Judith, Rhode Island ($64 million),
Stonington, Maine ($60 million), Hampton Roads Area, Virginia ($55 million),
and Gloucester ($53 million). Highest value species in 2018 included lobster
($684 million), crabs ($645 million), salmon ($598 million), scallops ($541 million), and shrimp ($496 million).
Top ports by landings in the New England/Mid-Atlantic region are Reedville,
Virginia (353 million pounds), New Bedford, (114 million pounds), Cape May/
Wildwood, New Jersey (102 million pounds), Gloucester (59 million pounds), Point
Judith, Rhode Island (48 million pounds), and Portland, Maine (46 million pounds).

New England Propeller
Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and
Types of Propellers
Top 10 Distributor
for
Michigan Wheel
•
•
•
•

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Shafting
Drive
Savers

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
Aluminum & Stainless Outboard
& I.O. Propellers

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —
Stuffing Boxes

Check out our shipping rates!!!

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

2 Days to Alaska.

Hale MRI
3D Computerized
Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing
• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.
• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Overnight to Maine!!!

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com
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FUN TIMES AT THE 2020 MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM

F
From
lleft,
f R
Rep. G
Genevieve
i M
McDonald,
D
ld MLA
president Kristan Porter, MP Officer of the
Year Tyler Sirois, MLA executive director
Patrice McCarron. Photo by M. Young.

MLA membership director Andi Pelletier,
left, and former MLA Board member Jay
Smith who offered $1000 to the MLA Legal
Defense Fund if 30 other people made a
donation of $500 or more. Photo by M. Perez.

Jamien Hallowell, center,
receives the DMR Andy Mays
Award of Excellence from
DMR Commissioner Keliher on
behalf of Arnie Gamage’s family.
Michelle May on left.

Art Green and Jimmy Stewart
relax at the Friday night dinner.
Photo by M. Young.

www.lobstertrap.com

WHOLESALE DEALERS OF FRESH SEAFOOD
Steuben, ME
207-546-3622

Senator Collins congratulates Randy
Cushman, who was honored by the USCG
for his heroic actions at sea when the F/V
Hayley Ann capsized in January.
M. Young photo.

Chris and Scott Smithwick of Smithwick
and Mariners Insurance at the Forum
trade show booth. M. Young photo.

Left, Mike Dassett spends
some quiet time knitting
trap heads.
Right, Hilton Turner gets
a double surprise at the
Forum.
Photos by M. Young.

Machiasport, ME
207-255-8888

Addison, ME
207-483-2888
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LOBSTER GIRLS AT WORK
You can’t keep a good woman down or, in this
case, a girl. Children in Maine’s lobstering
families are introduced to the fishery when they
are young, and girls are no exception. We offer
here a few pictures submitted through Instagram
of lobstering girls at work. Look for more
perspectives on the fishery in coming months!

Alexis
Al
xiis O
O’Connor,
’C
’C
Bailey
B il y
Island. Photo from
Mary Moon.

Cameron
C
ameron Hilton
Hillton with
Hi
wiith
h her
her catch
h
and her dog Fathom. Photo from
Cody Nunan.

JJaylin
li JJones b
banding
di lobsters
l bt
aboard the FV Nai & Gianna,
Stonington. Photo from Ashley
Oliver.

Stonington Lobster Co-op
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2286; 800-315-6625
lobstercoop@myfairpoint.net
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Liberty
Lib
t Cl
Clark,
k age
8, has five traps she
hauls every week
with her dad from
Southwest Harbor.
Photo from Chris
Clark.

Mia R
Mi
Reall b
baiting
iti up
p aboard
b d
the FV Restless Logan,
South Harpswell. Photo from
Melissa Moody.

Winter HarborFishermen’s Co-op
23 Pendleton Rd.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-5857
info@winterharborlobster.com

Maine Fishermen’s Co-operatives
Since 1947
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South Bristol Fisherman’s Co-op

Swans Island Fishermen’s Co-op
PO Box 116
Swans Island, ME 04685
207-526-4327
sicoop@tds.net

35 Thompson Inn Rd.
PO Box 63
South Bristol, ME 04568
207.644.8224
sbcoop63@yahoo.com
www.southbristolcoop.com

